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EXCAVATIONS AT TELL TABAN, HASSAKE, SYRIA (5):
PRELIMINARY REPORT OF THE 2005 SUMMER SEASON OF WORK

Hirotoshi NUMOTO™

1. Introduction

The Kokushikan University Archaeological Mission to Tell Taban carried out the 5™ excavation
season from 23 August to 27 September 2005." Tell Taban is located in the Hassake Dam Salvage
area and has been excavated by the Kokushikan University Archaeological Mission since 1997
(Ohnuma et al. 1999, 2000; Ohnuma and Numoto 2001; Numoto 2006].

The mission members of the 2005 summer season were Hirotoshi Numoto (Director), Yuji Arai
(Architect, joined from 23 to 25 August), Nobuhiko Kitano (Conservator, joined from 23 to 28
August), Shigeo Yamada (Epigraphist, joined from 6 to 8 September), and Daisuke Shibata
(Epigraphist, joined from 6 to 14 September). Mr Salem Isa, who was our representative from the
Directorate General for Antiquities and Museums (hereafter DGAM) of the Syrian Arab Republic.

Since the dam water was discharged during the summer, the water level around the site was lowered
by ca. 4-5 m (ca. 284 m above sea level) than the winter (Fig. 2; Pls. 5,6). We collected 13 fragments
of cuneiform inscribed bricks, cylinders, and clay nails on the site surface which was underwater

) Tell Taban i'
ODamascus
A\Baghdad

Fig. 1 Location of Tell Taban

==

* Faculty of Physical Education, Kokushikan University, 7-3-1 Nagayama, Tama, Tokyo, 206-8515 JAPAN

1) This investigation was financially supported by the “Grant-in-Aid for Scientific Research (B)” for 2005 of Japan Society for the
Promotion of Science, the “Grant-in-Aid for Scientific Research on Priority Areas” for 2005 of the Ministry of Education, Science
and Culture in Japan, and the “Foundation for Cultural Heritage and Art Research” in 2005.
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Lake of the Hassake Dam

Fig. 2 Contour Map of Tell Taban, 2005 Aug.

during the winter (Pls. 7,38b).
We carried out continuous excavation in the west side of Tell which excavated trenches at the
2005 winter season (Numoto 2006].
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2. Excavations

Trench 5 (Figs. 3,4,5,6)

The aims of the investigation in Trench 5 were 1) to further investigate Room 1 where the cluster
of clay tablets was discovered in the previous season (Pl. 9a), and to identify the function of brick-
paved structure (Numoto 2006].% We hoped to discover new cuneiform tablets and mural paintings.

By excavating the remaining fill of Room 1, we were able to obtain 26 fragments of clay tablets
mainly concentrated to the southern part of the room and in the upper layer of soil near the entrance
of Room 1 (with ca. 60 cm) (Fig. 5; Pls. 10,11, 12a, 15a, 16).

The cluster of clay tablets mentioned above were discovered from an ashy soil containing much
blackish ash, and fragments of animal bones, pottery, and ground stones (Figs. 6, 12). This may
suggest that clay tablets were thrown into Room 1 which at that time became a garbage bin.

We once estimated that Room 1 measured 2 m in length and 1.2 m in width, but the investigation
of this season revealed that the size and structure of the room was not certain due to heavy plundering
at the date of Level 3 (PL. 9b).” No floor levels were identified in the northern part. Two mud-
bricks (36 X 36 X 10 cm) with white-cream colour were placed on the foundation of the wall (Pl.
15b), which presumed to be the floor level. We estimated that the northern half of Room 1 was
occupied by a wall and a small room with 1 m in length was constructed in the southern half (Fig.
5; Pls. 13b,15a). Based on this judgement, the current estimated size of Room 1 is ca. 1.2 (width)
X 1 (length) m. No floor levels were identified in the southern part as well, but traces of four to
five paved bricks were found on the floor. If these bricks were paved on the floor, the floor of
Room 1 was designed to be slightly higher than the level of the south entrance. From the upper
layer of the entrance, we discovered a clay token of which decorative cuneiform letters were inscribed
on (Fig. 5; PL. 12a), and a fragment of flower-shaped decoration made of flit.

Unfortunately, almost no clay tablets were found below the cluster of clay tablets discovered in
the previous season. We identified that the fallen western wall was partly contained a vault-like
structure (Pl. 13a). We also found that the cluster of clay tablets identified in the previous season
was placed in a niche-like structure with a vaulted ceiling (Numoto 2006). The trace of vertically
fallen plaster was observed to the north of the eastern wall (Figs. 4,5; Pls. 1, 14a).

Considering the above features, the clay tablets were probably stored on the several shelves or
in the niche constructed on the walls in the northern part of Room 1. Room 1 was, therefore, had
a unique structure specially built for a storeroom of clay tablets.

Trench 7 (Figs. 3,4)

Trench 7, which measured 4 X 3 m, was opened just to the north of Trench 5 in order to investigate
the brick-paved structure that was identified to the north of Room 1. The excavation showed that
a small squared courtyard (3.5 X 3.5m) with baked brick (50 X 50 X 6—7 cm) pavement (Pls. 18,19).
The bricks which were paved just below the eastern wall were slightly smaller (36 X 36 X 6 cm)
(Fig. 4; PL. 1b,18b). The bricks used in the south of the courtyard received fire since this part was
later used as a studio (see below) (Pls. 18,19). The preservation of the bricks in this part was poor.
The brick pavement was preserved ca. 2.5—-4 m in width (east-west), but it was not certain whether
it continued to the west of Room 1.

On the brick pavement, we discovered around 200 fragments of dentalium (tooth shell) (Pl. 17a),
unfinished ivory, and minerals. Since some floor bricks received secondary firing, we assumed that

2) Level 3 of Room 1 and pavement which we identified in the previous season (winter 2005) is now altered as Level 5 based on
the observation of this season (Numoto 2006].

3) Level 2 of structure which we identified in the previous season (winter 2005) is now altered as Level 3 based on the observation
of this season (Numoto 2006).
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Fig. 5 Plan and Level of Findspots of Clay Tablets in Room 1
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Fig. 6 Section of Room 1 (East-West, C-C’)

the part of the courtyard was re-used as a studio for producing ornaments (Level 4). The east wall
of the courtyard had a remaining height of ca. 2 m and some traces of red pigment were identified
in the previous season. Although we revealed the remaining surface of the east wall, the preservation
status was poor and no major mural paintings were observed (Pl. 1b).

The south wall of the courtyard (i.e. the north wall of Room 1) was badly damaged (Pls. 2a,
14a). Some traces of red pigment were found on the surface of the south wall which had a remaining
height of ca. 90 cm (PL. 1a).

The north wall, which had a remaining height of ca. 40-60 cm and a width of ca. 2 m (PlIs. 18a,19a),
bore some traces of black (bitumen) and white (lime plaster) colours (Pl. 14b).

On the floor of the courtyard, fragments of walls were accumulated to ca. 70-80 cm in height (filling
of Level 3). From this debris, we have identified mud-brick fragments with red and black colours (Pls.
2), and sculptured mud-brick fragments with black colour (Pl. 17a).

We assumed, therefore, that the east and south walls of the courtyard were painted in red and
the north wall was in black and white. There is a high possibility that the inner surface of the
courtyard’s walls were decorated with some sort of mural paintings (Pl. 2a).

Although no inscribed bricks were identified on the floor bricks, we found a fragment of an in
situ brick in the north wall bearing an inscription of King Ris-Nergal (reigned around early 12™ century
BC) (P1. 20), one of the kings of Tabetu (Maul 2005: pp. 54,55). This inscribed brick was probably
the foundation brick of the courtyard.

Trench 6 (Figs. 3)
Trench 6 was opened to investigate the extent of Room 1 and was placed between Trenches 4
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and 5. The excavation revealed that the east wall of Room 1 had a corner ca. 1.15 m from the
south entrance. From the corner, the east wall extended further 1 m to the east and turns to the
south to form a neighbouring room (Pl. 23a). The south wall of Room 1 had a remaining height
of ca. 2 m with over 3 m in thickness (Pls. 21,22b,23). The wall further extended to the south
and surrounded Grave 5 which was revealed in Trench 4 (P1. 22). Therefore, Room 1, the brick-paved
courtyard, and Grave 5 were a large complex constructed around the same period. If Room 1 and
the brick-paved courtyard were part of a palace, it is highly possible that Grave 5 was a royal tomb.
According to the result of excavation in this trench, it was clarified that Room 1 and the brick-
paved courtyard were corresponding to Level 5 in Trench 4 identified at the previous season.

Trench 4 (Figs. 3,7)

Trench 4, which measured 3 X 7 m, was extended to the west in order to investigate the layers
below Level 7 which a large mud-brick wall dated to the Middle Assyrian period was identified at
the previous season [(Numoto 2006) (Pl. 25). The excavation revealed following four layers from
top to down (Fig. 7; Pls. 23b,25a, 26).

1. Level 8 : Late Old Babylonian Period (Latter half of the 18" century BC)

The layer was ca. 1.2 m thick and contained pottery with the mixed features of Khabur and
Mittanian wares (Fig. 14). Part of a north-south wall with ca. 80 cm in width was identified. This
layer corresponds to Levels 10 to12 in Trenches I and II excavated in 1997-98 (Ohnuma et
al. 1999, 2000].

2. Level 9 : Early Old Babylonian Period (ca. 19" century BC)
The layer was greenish grey layer with ca. 1 m in thickness and contained Khabur ware (Fig.

v y
7 _/| Huge High Wall (Level 7, Middle Assyrian period) //
o Wall of Level 8 —291m

E] Level 8 (Late Old Babylonian period)

1 Level 9 (Early Old Babylonian period)

| Level 10 (Uruk period)

H]IMMH] Bedrock (marl / gypsum)

— 286m

Fig. 7 Section of Trench 4 (East-West, B-B’)
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15). Part of a east-west wall (90 cm in width) and a gravel pavement were identified.

3. Level 10 : Uruk Period (Early fourth millennium BC)

The layer was dark brown silt layer with strong viscosity and a thickness of ca. 30-40 cm.
The layer was accumulated on a marl/gypsum rock (see below) and some shallow pits (ca. 20—
30 cm in depth) were identified on the rock surface (Pl. 26a). One large pit (1.6 X 1.1 m;
depth ca. 80 cm) with black ashy soil requires attention (Pl. 26b). The fill of the pit contained
Early Uruk potsherds, ground stones, ring scrapers, stone sickle blades, some pottery production
tools and a fragment of colcothar (Fig. 16). We assumed that the pit was related to a pottery
production workshop during the Early Uruk Period.

4. Bedrock

The bedrock consists of marl/gypsum rock with the altitude of ca. 285 m (Pl. 26a). The bedrock
was deeply depressed at the western end of Trench 4. The same bedrock was reached in Trenches
I and II at ca. 279 m above sea level [Ibid). This indicates that the west bedrock of the site
was higher than the north.

What is important in Trench 4 is that we found the Uruk period occupation. When we excavated
Trenches I and II, the occupation just above the bedrock was dated to the Late Old Babylonian Period
(Ibid). Thus, the earliest occupation at Tell Taban is now dated back to the Uruk Period.

Trench 8 (Pottery Kiln) (Figs. 3,8,9,10)

A pottery kiln which was revealed at the eroded surface of a cliff ca. 8 m south of Trench 4 was
excavated (Trench 8) (Pl. 35a). The area of excavation measured 1 m (east-west) and 2.5 m (north-
south). The kiln is supposed to have had a rectangular shape (ca. 50-90 cm in remaining depth)
(Pls. 35b,36). From the mouth of the kiln where the collapsed hard kiln walls with cream and pink
colours accumulated (Fig. 10), 10 pieces of baked clay tablets were discovered (Figs. 8,9; Pls. 3,
4,27-34).

The clay tablets consist of three fragments of lexical tablets (ca. 17 cm in width) (Pls. 3,27, 34)
and seven small tablets (ca. 4 X 7 cm) all complete in form (Pl. 4,28—33,38a). One of three fragments
of lexical tablets was found in pieces. It is intriguing to point out that seven small tablets were
discovered with a broken wide-mouth jar (Figs. 9, 17-81; PL. 37b.). Five of them were actually
found in the body of the jar (Figs. 9; Pls. 4b, 30a,31-33). We can assume that the clay tablets
were on the process of baking for keeping the documents at an archive room. Our epigraphists
informed us that the script was written in Old Babylonian cuneiform, and the contents of some texts
suggest the more specific date of the latter half of the 18" century BC. Other pottery found inside
the kiln also suggests a similar date (Figs. 17, 18; Pl. 37a). Thus, the kiln is safely dated to the
Late Old Babylonian period, which we revealed Level 8 in Trench 4. This is the first time in the
Middle Khabur Region that the Old Babylonian tablets were discovered.

3. Concluding remarks

The highlight of the 2005 season certainly was the discovery of the cluster of clay tablets. Room
1 which the cluster was found most certainly was an archive room connected to the royal palace at
Tell Taban during the Middle Assyrian period. Once the decipherment of around 200 tablets proceeds,
interesting historical information, such as the name of the king who built the royal palace and its
date, the background of the palace construction, duration of the palace structure, and activities of
the several kings at Tabetu.

The total number of cuneiform inscriptions found during the summer season is 63 and can be
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} Tablets (Nos.1-7)

Lexical Tablets

Broken jar

zﬁ—

— ° T

Wall of Pottery Kiln :

- ]

Fig. 8 Plan of Pottery Kiln in Trench 8

p— O

0 10cm
L J

Fig. 9 Plan of Tablets with a Broken Jar from Pottery Kiln
* The numbers of tablets in Fig. 9 are identical with those in Pls. 29-33, 38a.



EXCAVATIONS AT TELL TABAN, HASSAKE, SYRIA (5) 11

Level 7
- |(Middle Assyrian
| period)

L Gyéenish.gréy. soil L 288m

Aol : Collapsed kiln walls

— 287m

0
l

Fig. 10 Section of Pottery Kiln in Trench 8 (North, A-A’)

classified as follows:

1) Clay tablets: 35 pieces (Middle Assyrian period),

2) Baked clay tablets: 11 pieces (Old Babylonian period, one is a shred of envelop),
3) Brick inscription: 13 pieces (Middle Assyrian period),

4) Cylinder inscription: 2 pieces (Middle Assyrian period),

5) Clay nail inscription: 2 pieces (Middle Assyrian period).

Apart from the inscriptions, the discovery of the Early and Late Old Babylonian period layers below
the layers of Middle Assyrian period is noteworthy. The Old Babylonian layers can be widely attested
at the eroded surface to the west of the site and probably extended to the wide area of the site.

The above results confirm that Tabetu was not only a regional centre during the Middle Assyrian
period, but also in the Old Babylonian period when the city was mentioned in the Mari archive as
a major regional centre in the middle Khabur region.
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Catalogue of Pottery Specimens (Figs.11 to 18)

(in Fig.11)

1. Base of cup (from Level 2 in Trench 6): buff (10YR7/4) outer surface; reddish buff (2.5YR6/5) inner surface and
core; sparse vegetable (1-2mm) and fine sand inclusions; pallet-cut on bottom using wheel-turn; Base diam. 5cm;
1/3 extant.

2. Rim of bowl (from Level 2 in Trench 6): greenish grey (slip) (5Y9/2) outer surface; reddish buff (2.5YR6/7) inner
surface and core; medium amount of vegetable (1-3mm) and sparse fine sand inclusions; supposed Rim diam. 20—
25cm.

3. Nipple base shred (from Level 3 in Trench 7): greenish grey surfaces and core (10Y8/2): large amount of vegetable
(1-5mm) and sparse fine sand inclusions; wet-smoothed on outer surface after scraping; wringing trace on inner
surface; bottom complete.

4. Small jar (from Grave 6 in Trench 7): cream (slip?) (2.5Y9/2) outer surface; creamy buff (2.5Y8/2) and reddish
buff (2.5YR6/6) inner surface; sparse vegetable (1-4mm) and fine sand inclusions; wet-smoothed on outer surface
after scraping; pallet-cut on bottom; complete; maximum diam. 15.7cm; Height 18.5cm.

5. Rim of large jar (from Level 2 in Trench 6): dark buff (5YR6/4) outer surface; reddish buff inner (2.5YR6/7) surface;
black (N3/) core; large amount of vegetable (1-10mm) and fine sand and chalky particles.

6. Rim of large jar (from Level 2 in Trench 6): greenish grey (5Y8/2) surfaces; light reddish buff (2.5YR6/7) core;
large amount of vegetable (1-10mm) and fine sand and chalky particles.

7. Rim of large jar (Coffin of Grave 6 in Trench 7): creamy (slip) (2.5Y9/2) surfaces; light reddish buff (2.5YR6/7)
(5YR7/6) core; large amount of vegetable (1-10mm) and fine sand and chalky particles; supposed Rim diam. about
60cm.

(in Fig.12)
8. Rim of small bowl (from deposit of Room 1 in Trench 5): pinkish grey (7.5YR6/2) surfaces and core; sparse vegetable
(1-2mm) inclusions; fine fabric; scraped on lower part of outer surface; hard; Rim diam. 8cm: 1/8 extant.
9. Rim to base of bowl (from deposit of Room 1 in Trench 5): greenish grey (5Y8/2) outer surface; buff (SYR6/S)
inner surface and core; large amount of vegetable (1-3mm) and sparse fine sand and chalky particles inclusions;
Rim diam. 12cm; 1/5 extant.
10. Rim of beaker (from deposit of Room 1 in Trench 5): greenish grey (5Y8/2) surfaces and core; sparse very fine
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12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.
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sand inclusions; fine fabric; Rim diam. 6.2cm; 1/5 extant.

Nipple base shred (from deposit of Room 1 in Trench 5): greenish grey (5Y8/2) surfaces and core; sparse very fine
sand inclusions; fine fabric; nipple part made by sticking; 1/3 extant.

Rim of bowl (from deposit of Room 1 in Trench 5): greenish grey (5Y8/3) surfaces and core; large amount of vegetable
(1-3mm) and sparse fine sand inclusions; 1/12 extant.

Rim of bowl (from deposit of Room 1 in Trench 5): dark buff (5YRS5/6) surfaces and core; large amount of vegetable
(1-3mm) and sparse fine sand inclusions; one groove remained on outer surface; 1/20 extant.

Rim of bowl (from deposit of Room 1 in Trench 5): reddish buff (7.5YR7/6) surfaces and core; large amount of
vegetable (1-3mm) and sparse fine sand inclusions; one groove remained on outer surface; Rim diam. 16cm; 1/12
extant.

Rim to body of bowl (from deposit of Room 1 in Trench 5): greenish grey outer surface (10Y8/2) and inner surface
(5Y8/3); light buff (5YR7/6) core; large amount of vegetable (1-3mm) and sparse fine sand and chalky particles
inclusions; two grooves remained on outer surface; Rim diam. 16cm; 1/12 extant.

Bowl (from deposit on pavement in Trench 5(Level 3)): greenish grey surfaces (10Y8/2) and light buff core
(7.5YR7/6); large amount of vegetable (1-3mm) and sparse fine sand and chalky particles inclusions; two grooves
remained on outer surface; scraped on lower part of body; ring-base made by sticking; two grooves remained on
outer surface; potter mark (black mark) remained on lower part of the body; fragile; Rim diam. 17cm; bottom complete;
2/3 extant.

Rim to shoulder of jar (from deposit of Room 1 in Trench 5): creamy white (slip) (5Y9/2) outer surface; light buff
(5YR7/6) inner surface and core (5YR7/6); large amount of vegetable (1-5mm) and sparse fine sand inclusions;
Rim diam. 18cm; 1/10 extant.

Rim of large jar (from deposit of Room 1 in Trench 5): dark greenish grey (10Y9/3) surfaces and core; large amount
of vegetable (1-4mm) sparse fine sand inclusions; rope pattern band on outer surface; defaced surfaces; Rim diam.
about 30cm; 1/8 extant.

(in Fig.13)

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

24.

25.

26.

Rim of bowl (from Level 3 in Trench 6): reddish buff (2.5YR6/4) outer surface; dark cream (10YR8/2) inner surface;
reddish buff (2.5Y6/6) core; medium amount of vegetable (1-5mm) and sparse chalky particles inclusions; three
grooves on outer surface; burnished on the lower part of inner surface; Rim diam. 16cm; 1/6 extant.

Body to base of cup (from Grave 8): greenish grey (5Y8/2) outer surface; bitumen lined inner surface (black) (N2/);
reddish buff (2.5YR6/6) core; sparse fine sand and large amount of chalky particles; wet-smoothed on lower part
of the outer surface after scraping; ring-base made by scraping; three grooves on outer surface; Max. diam. 8.8cm;
extant height 11cm; bottom complete; 2/3 extant body.

Rim of jar (from Level 3 in Trench 6): greenish grey (5Y8/2) surfaces and core; large amount of vegetable (1—
5Smm) and chalky particles inclusions; one groove remained on outer surface; supposed Rim diam. 30cm.

Nipple base shred (from floor on pavement in Trench 5 (Level 4)); greenish grey (10Y9/2) surfaces and core; fine
fabric; no visible inclusions; wet-smoothed on outer surface after scraping; nipple part made by sticking; bottom
complete.

Base shred (from Level 3 in Trench 6): reddish buff (2.5YR5/7) surfaces and core; sparse fine sand inclusions;
fine fabric; wet-smoothed on outer surface after scraping (using wheel-turn); hard; bottom complete.

Base shred (from Level 3 in Trench 6): reddish buff (2.5YR6/4) surfaces and (2.5YR6/7) core; medium amount
of vegetable (1-5mm) and sparse fine sand inclusions; bottom complete.

Base shred (from Level 3 in Trench 6): greenish grey (5Y8/2) surfaces and pinkish buff (5YR7/4) core; medium
amount of vegetable (1-5mm) and sparse fine sand inclusions; wet-smoothed on outer surface after scraping; ring-
base made by scraping; bottom complete.

Jar (from Level 3 in Trench 6): creamy (5Y9/2) and reddish cream (5YR7/4) outer surface; creamy (5Y9/2) inner
surface; reddish buff (5YR6/4) core; large amount of vegetable (2—7mm) and fine sand inclusions; hole pierced on
bottom; plaster stacked on the inner surface of the bottom; Rim diam. 40cm; height 33cm; nearly complete.

(in Fig.14)

217.

28.

Rim to base of bowl (from Level 8 in Trench 4): creamy white (slip) (5Y9/2) outer surface; light buff (5YR7/6)
inner surface; dark buff (7.5YR6/2) core; sparse very fine sand and chalky particles inclusions; fine fabric; wet-
smoothed on lower part of outer surface after scraping; ring-base made by scraping; Rim diam. 12.8cm; Height 8.5cm;
1/2 extant(Rim to body); bottom complete.

Rim to shoulder of small jar (from Level 8 in Trench 4): creamy buff (7.5YR7/3) surfaces; reddish buff (5YR6/4)
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29.

30.

31.

32.

33.

34.

35.

36.

37.

38.

39.

40.

41.

42.

43.

44,

45.
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core; chalky particles inclusions; fine fabric; two grooves remained on the neck; Rim diam.8.5cm; 1/3 extant.
Button base of beaker (from Level 8 in Trench 4): dark cream (2.5YRS8/3) surfaces; pinkish buff (7.5YR7/4) core;
sparse fine sand and chalky particles inclusions; fine fabric; wet-smoothed on outer surface after scraping; button-
base made by sticking; bottom complete.

Button base shred (from Level 8 in Trench 4): cream (slip?) (2.5Y9/2) outer surface; buff (SYR7/3) inner surface;
reddish buff (2.5YR6/6) core; chalky particles inclusions; fine fabric; wet-smoothed on outer surface after scraping;
bottom complete.

Base shred (from Level 8 in Trench 4): light brown (5YR6/5) outer surface; buff (7.5YR6/6) inner surface and
core; no visible inclusions; fine fabric; wet-smoothed on outer surface after scraping (using wheel-turn); bottom
complete.

Base shred (from Level 8 in Trench 4): greenish grey (10Y9/2) outer surface; pinkish buff (7.5YR7/4) inner surface;
reddish buff (2.5YR6/4); sparse very fine sand and chalky particles inclusions; fine fabric; wet-smoothed on outer
surface after scraping; hard; exfoliate bottom; bottom complete.

Base shred (from Level 8 in Trench 4): greenish grey (5Y8/2) outer surface; creamy buff (2.5Y8/2) inner surface;
reddish buff (2.5YR5/6); medium amount of fine sand and chalky particles inclusions; wet-smoothed on outer surface
after scraping; button base made by sticking; hard; bottom complete.

Base shred (from Level 8 in Trench 4): greenish grey (7.5Y8/3) surfaces; dark buff (5YR6/5); sparse fine sand
and chalky particles inclusions; wet-smoothed on outer surface after scraping; button base made by sticking; hard;
bottom complete.

Rim to body of bowl(from Level 8 in Trench 4): pinkish cream (10YR9/1) outer surface; buff (7.5YR7/5) inner
surface; reddish buff (5YR6/6) core; large amount of fine sand and chalky particles inclusions; wet-smoothed on
lower part of outer surface after scraping; slightly soft; 1/20 extant.

Rim of incised small bowl (from Level 8 in Trench 4): cream (2.5Y8/3) surfaces; light buff (2.5YR6/6) core;
sparse very fine sand and chalky particles inclusions; wet-smoothed on lower part of outer surface after scraping;
vertical incisions arranged on ridge of outer surface; 1/20 extant.

Rim of bowl (from Level 8 in Trench 4): dark cream (2.5Y8/2) surfaces; light buff (SYR7/6) core; sparse fine
sand and medium amount of vegetable (1-2mm) inclusions.

Rim of jar (from Level 8 in Trench 4): greenish grey (7.5Y8/2) surfaces; greenish buff (2.5Y7/3) core; sparse fine
sand and medium amount of vegetable (1-3mm) inclusions; Rim diam. 14cm; 1/6 extant.

Rim of jar (from Level 8 in Trench 4): greenish grey (7.5Y8/2) surfaces; greenish grey (7.5Y7/2) core; sparse fine
sand and medium amount of vegetable (1-3mm) inclusions; Rim diam. 15cm; 1/12 extant.

Rim of jar (from Level 8 in Trench 4): greenish grey (7.5Y8/2) surfaces; reddish buff (5YR6/6) core; sparse fine
sand and medium amount of vegetable (1-4mm) inclusions; containing chalky particles; Rim diam. 16—18cm.
Rim to body of jar (from Level 8 in Trench 4): dark cream (2.5Y8/2) surfaces; reddish buff (2.5YR6/6) core;
sparse fine sand and medium amount of vegetable (1-5mm) inclusions; two grooves remained on outer surface of
shoulder; Rim diam. about 30cm; 1/10 extant.

Body shred of painted jar (from Level 8 in Trench 4): greenish grey (5Y8/2) outer surface; dark buff (7.5YR7/4)
inner surface and core; buff green paint; sparse fine sand and vegetable (1mm) inclusions; wet-smoothed on inner
surface after scraping; hard; defaced outer surface; two parallel painted bands.

Rim of jar (from Level 8 in Trench 4): dark buff (10YR6/4) surfaces; reddish buff (2.5YR6/6) core; large amount
of fine sand, vegetable (1-5mm) and chalky particles inclusions; Rim diam. 16cm.

Rim to base of coarse bowl (from Level 8 in Trench 4): cream (2.5Y9/3) surfaces; reddish buff (2.5YR6/7) core;
large amount of vegetable (1-4mm) and sparse fine sand inclusions; roughly scraped on lower part of outer surface
to bottom; hard; 1/25 extant.

Rim to base of coarse bowl (from Level 8 in Trench 4): greenish grey (5Y8/3) surfaces and core; large amount of
vegetable (1-5mm), fine sand and chalky particles inclusions; roughly scraped on lower part of outer surface to bottom;
Rim diam. 23cm; 1/8 extant.

(in Fig.15)

46.

47.

48.

Rim of bowl (from Level 9 in Trench 4): cream (2.5Y8/2) surfaces and core; sparse vegetable (1-3mm) inclusions;
fine fabric; 1/12 extant.

Rim of bowl (from Level 9 in Trench 4): greenish grey (5Y8/2) surfaces and core; medium amount of vegetable
(1-5mm) and sparse fine sand inclusions; scraped on lower part of outer surface; Rim diam. 26cm; 1/6 extant.
Rim of bowl (from Level 9 in Trench 4): greenish grey (5Y9/2) surfaces and core; sparse vegetable (1-5mm) and
fine sand inclusions; trace of burnishing remained on the outer surface.
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55.
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Rim of bowl (from Level 9 in Trench 4): greenish grey (5Y8/2) surfaces and core; medium amount of vegetable
(1-3mm) and sparse fine sand inclusions.

Base of jar or goblet (from Level 9 in Trench 4): greenish grey (5Y8/2) outer surface; creamy (2.5Y8/4) inner surface;
light buff (5YR7/6) core; sparse vegetable (1-3mm) inclusions; fine fabric; wet-smoothed on outer surface after
scraping; trace of wringing remained on inner surface; bottom complete.

Rim of jar (from Level 9 in Trench 4): greenish cream (5Y9/2) surfaces; reddish buff (2.5YR6/4) core; no visible
inclusions; fine fabric; hard; Rim diam. 8cm; 1/5 extant.

Rim of painted jar (from Level 9 in Trench 4): greenish grey (7.5Y8/2) surfaces; greenish grey (5Y7/2) core; dark
greenish buff paint (5Y3/4); medium amount of vegetable (1-3mm) and sparse fine sand inclusions; defaced surfaces;
Rim diam. 14cm; 1/4 extant; Khabur ware.

Rim of jar (from Level 9 in Trench 4): greenish grey (5Y8/2) surfaces and core; medium amount of vegetable (1—
Smm) and sparse fine sand inclusions; defaced inner surface; Rim diam. 13.5cm.

Rim of jar (from Level 9 in Trench 4): creamy buff (10YRS8/4) outer surface; reddish buff (2.5YR6/6) inner surface
and core; sparse vegetable (1-3mm) inclusions; defaced surfaces; supposed Rim diam. about 30cm.

Rim of jar (from Level 9 in Trench 4): greenish grey (7.5Y9/2) surfaces; blackish (N3/) core; large amount of vegetable
(1-5mm) and sparse fine sand inclusions; hard; four grooves on outer surface; supposed Rim diam. 40cm.

Rim of jar (from Level 9 in Trench 4): cream (2.5Y9/4) outer surface; reddish buff ((2.5YR6/6) inner surface and
core; large amount of vegetable (1-5mm) and sparse fine sand inclusions; supposed Rim diam. 30—40cm.

Rim of jar (from Level 9 in Trench 4): reddish buff (2.5YR6/7) outer surface; dark buff (5YR7/4) inner surface;
blackish (N2/) core; medium amount of vegetable (1-8mm) and sparse fine sand inclusions; supposed Rim diam.
40cm.

Rim of jar (from Level 9 in Trench 4): greenish grey (5Y8/2) surfaces; reddish buff (5YR7/6) core; large amount
of vegetable (1-5mm) and sparse fine sand inclusions; hard; four grooves on outer surface; defaced surfaces; supposed
Rim diam. 30—40cm.

Rim of jar (from Level 9 in Trench 4): greenish grey (5Y8/2) surfaces; greenish buff (5Y8/5) core; large amount
of vegetable (1-5mm) and sparse fine sand inclusions; defaced surfaces; supposed Rim diam. 30—40cm.

Rim of large jar (from Level 9 in Trench 4): greenish cream (7.5Y9/4) outer surface; light buff (10Y8/6) inner surface
and core; large amount of vegetable (1-10mm) and sparse fine sand, coarse sand inclusions; hard; over fired; defaced
surface of lip; supposed Rim diam. 30-40cm.

Rim of large jar (from Level 9 in Trench 4): greenish cream (5Y8/3) surfaces and core; large amount of vegetable
(1-10mm) and sparse fine sand, coarse sand inclusions; defaced surfaces; Rim diam. 30cm; 1/6 extant.

Rim of jar (from Level 9 in Trench 4): greenish grey (5Y8/2) surfaces and core; medium amount of vegetable (1—
5Smm) and sparse fine sand inclusions; defaced surfaces; supposed Rim diam. 30—40cm.

(in Fig.16)

63.

64.

65.

66.

67.

68.

69.

70.

71.

Rim to shoulder of jar (from Level 10 in Trench 4): dark cream (2.5Y8/2), pinkish buff (5YR7/4) outer surface;
reddish buff (2.5YR6/6) inner surface; blackish (N3/) core; large amount of vegetable (1-3mm) and sparse fine
sand inclusions; burnished on outer surface and inner surface of rim; Rim diam. 18cm; 1/6 extant.

Rim of jar or bowl (from Level 10 in Trench 4): dark cream (2.5Y 8/2) surfaces; reddish buff (2.5YR6/6) and blackish
(N3/) core; sparse vegetable (1mm) and fine sand inclusions.

Rim to shoulder of coarse jar (from Level 10 in Trench 4): brownish buff (5YRS5/6) surfaces; blackish (N3/) core;
large amount of vegetable (1-3mm) and coarse sand (1mm, quartz sand) inclusions; Rim diam. 20cm; 1/10 extant.
Body of jar or bowl (from Level 10 in Trench 4): buff (7.5YR7/4) and reddish buff (5YR5/4) outer surface; reddish
buff (SYR5/6) inner surface and core; large amount of vegetable (1-2mm) and sparse fine sand inclusions; containing
large amount of goaled colored mica; burnished on outer surface; Max diam. 16—18cm; 1/4 extant.

Body to base of jar (from Level 10 in Trench 4): cream (10YRS8/3) and reddish buff (2.5YR6/7) outer surface; reddish
buff (2.5YR6/6) inner surface; blackish (N3/) core; large amount of vegetable (1-8mm) and sparse fine sand
inclusions; hard; Max diam. 20cm.

Rim of bowl (from Level 10 in Trench 4): greenish cream (slip)(2.5Y8/3) surfaces; buft (10YR7/4) core; large amount
of vegetable (1-2mm) and sparse fine sand inclusions; exfoliate outer surface.

Rim of coarse jar (from Level 10 in Trench 4): buff (7.5YR6/6) surfaces; blackish (N3/) core; large amount of
vegetable (1-3mm) inclusions; burnished on surfaces.

Rim of coarse jar (from Level 10 in Trench 4): dark reddish buff (SYRS5/6) surfaces; blackish (N3/) core; large amount
of vegetable (1-3mm) and sparse fine sand inclusions; defaced surfaces.

Rim of coarse jar (from Level 10 in Trench 4): buff (10YR6/6) surfaces; light buff (5YR6/6) core; large amount
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72.

73.

74.

75.

76.

7.
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of coarse sand (1-2mm) inclusions; burnished on surfaces; soft.

Neck to shoulder of jar (from Level 10 in Trench 4): greenish grey (5Y8/2) surfaces; reddish buff (2.5YR6/6) and
blackish (N3/) core; large amount of vegetable (1-3mm) and sparse fine sand inclusions; hard; exfoliate surfaces.
Fragment of ring scraper (from Level 10 in Trench 4): reddish buff (2.5YR6/6) and cream (2.5Y9/4) surfaces;
grey core; no visible inclusions; fine fabric; clay; very hard (like stone); scraped on lower part of body; point is
very sharp; trace of robbing remained on outer surface of point; Max. diam. 8cm; 1/4 extant.

Fragment of ring scraper (from Level 10 in Trench 4): creamy buff (2.5Y8/4) surfaces; creamy buff (10YR8/4)
core; no visible inclusions; fine fabric; clay; very hard; scraped on lower part of body; point is very sharp; trace of
robbing remained on outer surface of point; Max. diam. 10cm; 1/3 extant.

Potter tool (scraper, re-used as potsherd) (from Level 10 in Trench 4): dark buff (7.5YR6/5) outer surface and light
buff (5YR5/6) inner surface; blackish (N3/) core; large amount of vegetable (1-3mm) inclusions; re-used as specimen
No.69; trace of robbing remained on edges.

Potter tool (scraper, re-used as potsherd) (from Level 10 in Trench 4): greenish grey (5Y8/2) surfaces and core; no
visible inclusions; fine fabric; trace of robbing remained on edges.

Potter tool (scraper, re-used as potsherd) (from Level 10 in Trench 4): blackish buff (10YRS5/3) outer surface and
core; dark buff (10YR6/3) inner surface; large amount of vegetable (1-2mm) and sparse fine sand inclusions; trace
of robbing remained on edges.

(in Fig.17)

78.

79.

80.

81.

Beaker (from Pottery kiln in Trench 8): buff (10YR7/4) outer surface; creamy buff (7.5YR7/6) inner surface; light
buff (7.5YR6/6) core; sparse fine sand inclusions; fine fabric; wet-smoothed on outer surface of lower part of body
after scraping(using wheel-turn); two grooves arranged on shoulder; Max. diam. 8cm; Height 9.4cm; identical with
Pl.37a.

Body to base of beaker (from Pottery kiln in Trench 8): greenish cream (2.5Y 8/2) outer surface; pinkish buff (5YR7/4)
inner surface and core; sparse fine sand inclusions; fine fabric; wet-smoothed on outer surface of lower part of body
after scraping (using wheel-turn); Max. diam. 7.7cm; extant Height 7.3cm; nearly complete; identical with P1.37a.
Rim to shoulder of jar (from Pottery kiln in Trench 8): greenish cream (7.5Y9/2) and reddish cream (2.5YR6/4)
outer surface; dark reddish buff (2.5YR7/6) (2.5YRS5/4) inner surface; dark reddish buff (2.5YRS5/4) core; sparse
fine sand and vegetable (1-3mm) inclusions; wet-smoothed on outer surface of lower part of body after scraping;
scraped on inner surface of base; hard; re-fired; Rim diam. 11.6cm; 1/2 extant.

Jar (from Pottery kiln in Trench 8, clay tablets kept in this jar): greenish grey (5Y8/2) outer surface (original color);
reddish buff (2.5YR6/4) outer surface; reddish buff (2.5YRS5/3) and light buff (2.5YR6/8) inner surface and core;
large amount of fine sand and sparse vegetable (1-5mm) inclusions; two grooves arranged on shoulder; wet-smoothed
on outer surface of lower part of body after scraping; scraped on inner surface of lower part of the body; hard; re-
fired; Rim diam. 29cm; Height 25.3cm; 1/2 extant; identical with P1.37b.

(in Fig.18)

82.

83.

84.

85.

Rim to shoulder of jar (from Pottery kiln in Trench 8): greenish cream (5Y8/2) surfaces; dark greenish grey (5Y7/2)
core; medium amount of fine sand and sparse vegetable (1-2mm) inclusions; two grooves arranged on shoulder;
Rim diam. 16—18cm; 1/12 extant.

Rim to shoulder of jar (from Pottery kiln in Trench 8): creamy buff (2.5Y8/4) outer surface; buff (7.5YR7/6) inner
surface; reddish buff (5YR6/4) core; sparse fine sand and vegetable (1-3mm) inclusions; one ridge arranged on
shoulder; Rim diam. 18cm; 1/8 extant.

Rim to shoulder of jar (from Pottery kiln in Trench 8): reddish buff (2.5Y6/4) and light buff (5YR7/8) outer surface;
reddish buff (2.5YR6/4) inner surface and core; sparse fine sand and medium amount of vegetable (1-5mm)
inclusions; hard; re-fired; Rim diam. 12cm.

Rim to body of painted jar (from Pottery kiln in Trench 8): buff (10YR7/4), reddish buff (2.5YR6/4) surfaces and
core; dark brownish green paint (7.5Y5/4); large amount of vegetable (1-5mm) and medium amount of fine sand
inclusions; containing chalky coarse sand; wet-smoothed on outer surface of lower part of body after scraping; hard;
re-fired; Rim diam. 12.5cm; 1/3 extant.
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Fig. 11 Neo-Assyrian Pottery from Trenches 5 and 6
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Fig. 12 Late Middle Assyrian Pottery from Trench 5
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Fig. 13 Middle Assyrian Pottery from Trench 6
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Fig. 14 Pottery from Level 8 in Trench 4 (Late Old Babylonian period)
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Fig. 15 Pottery from Level 9 in Trench 4 (Early Old Babylonian period)
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Fig. 16 Uruk Pottery and Potter Tools from Level 10 in Trench 4
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Fig. 17 Pottery from Pottery Kiln in Trench 8 (Late Old Babylonian period)
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Fig. 18 Pottery from Pottery Kiln in Trench 8 (Late Old Babylonian period)
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Pl 1

b. Eastern mud-brick wall of courtyard and Room 1 in Trench 5, from the north



Pl 2
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a. Mud-brick wall with red plaster of Room 1 and debris of black painted mud-brick wall in Trench 5

b. Fragment of painted mud-brick wall from Trench 5



PlL. 3

in Trench 8

I tablet (No.1) from pottery kiln

1ca

Lex



b. Tablets in a broken jar from pottery kiln in Trench 8



PL. 5

a. General view of Tell Taban, from the west, before 2005 summer excavation

b. General view of Tell Taban, from the east

c. General view of Tell Taban, from the south

d. General view of Tell Taban, from the north



Pl 6

a. Western area of Tell Taban, before excavation

b. Western area of Tell Taban, trace of Trench 4 in 2005 winter season, before excavation



Pl. 7

a. General view of Tell Taban, from the west, after excavation

b. View of excavated area (Trenches 4-8)



a. Fragment of cylinder inscription from surface of water side

b. Closer view of fragment of cylinder inscription
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a. Room 1 in Trench 5, from the north, before excavation

b. Excavation of Room 1 in Trench 5, from the north



Pl 10

Clay tablets from Room 1

a

b. Closer view of clay tablets from Room 1 (Nos.19-26)



b. Clay tablet from Room 1 (No.15)



Pl 12

Clay tablet from Room 1 (No.17)

a

Clay token from Room 1

b



b. Room 1 in Trench 5, from the east, after excavation



Pl. 14

i

b. Northern mud-brick wall with trace of blackish paint of courtyard in Trench 7



b. Inside of Room 1, from the west



Pl 16

b. Entrance of Room 1, from the west



Pl. 17

a. Decorated mud-brick with black paint found on the brick pavement in Trench 5

Trench 5

m

b. Fragments of dentalium from deposit on the brick pavement



b. Brick pavement (courtyard) and Room 1 in Trenches 5 and 7, from the north-west
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b. Brick pavement (courtyard) in Trenches 5 and 7, from the east



b. Inscribed brick from the northern mud-brick wall of courtyard



Pl. 21

b. Southern mud-brick wall of Room 1 in Trench 6, from the east



a. Grave 5 in Trench 4, from the north

b. Southern mud-brick wall of Room 1 and Grave 5, from the south



o

. Southern mud-brick wall of Room 1, from the west

b. Trenches 4 and 6, from the west



Pl. 24

a. Trench 4, from the south-west

b. Trench 4, from the west



Pl. 25

a. Trench 4, from the east
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b. Trench 4, from the north



b. Uruk pit in Trench 4, from the north



Pl. 27

b. Closer view of lexical tablet (No.1)



b. Closer view of tablets with a broken jar



Pl 29

b. Closer view of tablet (No.1)



PlL. 30

a. Closer view of tablet (No.2)

b. Closer view of tablet in a broken jar (No.3)



Pl 31

4)

a. Tablet in a broken jar (No

b. Closer view of tablet in a broken jar (No.4)



Pl. 32

b. Tablets in a broken jar (Nos.5,6)
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b. Closer view of tablet in a broken jar (No.7)



Pl. 34

2) from pottery kiln in Trench 8

Lexical tablet (No.

a

2)

Closer view of lexical tablet (No

b



Pl. 35
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b. Pottery kiln in Trench 8, from the south-west



Pl 36

b. Pottery kiln in Trench 8, from the north



Pl. 37

a. Beakers from pottery kiln in Trench 8

b. Jar from pottery kiln in Trench 8



Pl 38
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a. Tablets from pottery kiln in Trench 8

b. Inscribed bricks from 2005 summer season
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Middle Assyrian Administrative and Legal Texts from the 2005

Excavation at Tell Taban: A Preliminary Report

Daisuke SHIBATA*

Tell Taban (Tall Taban), located on the east bank of the river Habur, about 19 km south of modern
Hassake, was first excavated from 1997 until 1999 under the direction of Katsuhiko Ohnuma on behalf
of the salvage mission for the building of the Hassake dam'. One of the notable results of these
excavations was the finding of 71 inscribed objects dated to the Middle Assyrian period, from the
12™ until the 11™ century B.C. Almost all of them were building inscriptions” of the local rulers
who governed the district around the ruin and called themselves "king of the land of Mari" (Sar mat
Mari), even though they apparently had no direct connection with the famous dynasty of the city
of Mari (Tall Harir) of the Old Babylonian period®. All the inscribed objects found during the
excavation of Tell Taban were edited and studied by Stefan M. Maul*, who had earlier published
comparable building inscriptions of a certain "king of the land of Mari" named ASSur-ketta-1€Ser,
which were found in Tell Bderi (Tall Budayri), ancient Dur- ASSur-ketta-1&ser, about 6 km north of Tell
Taban’.

The building inscriptions from Tell Taban and Tell Bderi finally verified the identification of Tell
Taban as the ancient city of Tabatu, the residential city of the "kings of the land of Mari". The
inscriptions also revealed that the city of Tabatu was subject to the rule of the Assyrian empire on
the one hand, but kept a certain independence as a vassal kingdom on the other, thus differing from
other provincial cities of the Assyrian empire. Maul's study also made it clear that the lineage of
the royal family of these "kings of the land of Mari" had continued without interruption at least
from the middle 12" century until early in the 11™ century B.C°. Maul moreover suggested that the
lineage could have derived from the royal family of the Assyrian kings as one of their lateral branches’,

* Research Fellow of the Japan Society for the Promotion of Science.
My sincere gratitude goes to Dr. Bassam Jammous, Director General, the Directorate General for Antiquities and Museums, to Dr.
Michel al-Maqdisi, Director of Excavations, the Directorate General for Antiquities and Museums, and to Mr. Ghassan Abdulaziz,
Conservator of the National Museum of Damascus, who granted me permission to work in the National Museum of Damascus and helped
me in various ways. I would like to express my deep appreciation to Prof. H. Numoto, the director of the excavation at Tell Taban,
who gave me the opportunity to do this research. I should also like to thank my teachers and colleagues, who kindly helped me at
various stages of preparations or read preliminary versions of this manuscript and gave me many invaluable comments, namely Prof.
A. Cavigneaux, U. Gabbay, M.A., Dr. S. Jakob, Dr. J. Llop, Prof. S. M. Maul, Prof. J. N. Postgate, Prof. A. Tsukimoto and Prof.
S. Yamada. Needless to say all the mistakes remaining are my responsibility. This study was supported by a Grant-in-Aid for Scientific
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1 Cf. Ohnuma et al. 1999; Ohnuma et al. 2000; Ohnuma/ Numoto 2001.

2 Beside the building inscriptions, one fragment of a clay tablet with an administrative content was found. See Maul 2005, Text no.
1.

3 It remains problematic why the rulers of Tabatu would assume the title "the king of the land of Mari". Maul has suggested: that

they used this title in order to set themselves in the great tradition of the city of Mari (Maul 1992, p. 54; Maul 2005, p. 14). He postulated

also that the peculiar rebus writing for mar Mari, KUR A, was adopted in the inscriptions of the rulers of Téabatu to imply that the

land was originally granted by an Assyrian king to one of his sons, hence, "the land of the son (maru)" (cf. Maul, 2005, p. 14). As

opposed to this, Durand and Marti have proposed that this geographical name derives etymologically from mat Mar(r)i "land of

bitter water (pays de 1'Eau amere)" referring to the nature of the district where fine salt was produced, connecting it with the name

of the city of Tabatu, which they also interpret as meaning "salt" (Durand/ Marti 2005).

Maul 2005.

Maul 1992. For the reading of the name of this ruler as ASSur-ketta-I€Ser, not AsSur-ketti-1€Ser, see below.

Maul 2005, pp. 10-17.

Maul (2005, p. 13f.) suggested that the ancestor of this dynasty is to be identified with a certain prince (mar Sarre) of Assyria,

~N O A
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just like the lineage of the great viziers (sukkallu rabiu), descendants of Ibassi-il1, a son of Adad-nérari
I, who resided at Dur-Katlimmu (modern Tall-Seh-Hamad)®. Since the existence of such a vassal
kingdom inside of the Assyrian empire revealed a new dimension to its regional government, further
excavation of Tell Taban was deemed desirable.

On February 2005 the long-wished re-excavation was finally carried out under the direction of
Hirotoshi Numoto®. The result of this new excavation was more fruitful than anticipated. Not only were
new fragments of building inscriptions of the "kings of the land of Mari" found, but an archive
consisting of clay tablets documenting the administration of the palace of the "kings of the land of
Mari" was unearthed.

Since the cleaning of these new clay tablets has not yet been finished, the whole picture remains
unclear. However, in this short article the present writer will offer a tentative summary of the contents
of the clay tablets from Tell Taban based on those that have been cleaned.

Archaeological context

The new clay tablets were found during the 2005 winter season and the 2005 summer season'®.
They were unearthed in the trenches 5 and 7 on the west slope of the mound, which had been badly
eroded by the water of the Hassake dam and so had been set for salvage research.

According to the excavator, two clusters of clay tablets were unearthed inside room 1 found in
level 5 of trench 5''. The room had been partially disturbed by rebuilding in a later period. More
clay tablets and fragments of clay tablets were scattered around the clusters of clay tablets both inside
and outside the room as well as in trench 7'2. All the clay tablets were unbaked. Since no pottery
shards was found together with the clusters of clay tablets according to the excavator, it seems probable
that the clusters of clay tablets were not kept in pottery jars, unlike similar cases from the Middle
Assyrian period". Though the clay tablets were found in a more or less disturbed context, since
most of the tablets were written in similar contexts as shown below, it seems very probable that the
clay tablets constituted an archive (or possibly more than one) in antiquity'*.

Adad-bél-gabbe, who was probably an eponym of an early year in the reign of Tukulti-Ninurta I, possibly his son, so that the lineage
of the dynasty would have reached back to Tukulti-Ninurta I himself (for the eponym Adad-bél-gabbe cf. Freydank 1991, p. 49f.;
Freydank 2005, p. 46f.; Rollig, 2004, p. 23 and p. 47). However, the new texts from Tell Taban make it clear that the dynasty went
even farther back, at least to the reign of Shalmaneser I (see below). The possibility that the dynasty went back to the Assyrian
royal family from an earlier period is nevertheless still open.

8 For the lineage of the sukkallu rabiu see Cancik-Kirschbaum 1996, pp. 19-32, Cancik-Kirschbaum 1999 and Jakob 2003, pp. 59—
65.

9 Cf. Numoto 2006. See also his contribution in the present journal.

10 Cf. Numoto 2006 and also his contribution in the present journal.

11 Cf. Numoto 2006, p. 8 as well as his contribution in the present journal.

12 Cf. Numoto 2006, p. 8 as well as his contribution in the present journal.

13 Cf. Postgate 2003, pp. 127-129 and further literature cited there. It seems rather possible that the clusters of clay tablets could have
been kept in some kind of basket, because according to the excavator, carbonized plants were unearthed together with one of the
clusters of clay tablets (cf. Numoto 2006, p. 8). Baskets (piSannu, pisannu) for the keeping of clay tablets are attested in various
kinds of texts (see evidence cited in AHw, p. 867f., s.v. pi§/sannu(m) I; CAD P, p. 422b, s.v. pisannu A1b; ibid., p. 420 s.v. pisanduppu).
No evidence from Middle Assyrian texts is known to the present writer, however.

14 It is however difficult to determine whether the unearthed room 1 really functioned as a storehouse of clay tablets, because level 5
of trench 5, including room 1, had been severely disturbed by the rebuilding of later periods. It is also possible that the clay tablets
were simply thrown away in room 1.
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Number of texts

The exact number of the excavated tablets cannot be known until the cleaning of the tablets is
complete. So far 108 (nearly) complete tablets or large fragments of tablets, 333 small fragments
of tablets, 9 envelopes and 143 small fragments of envelopes have been cleaned. It can be expected
that many of these fragments can be joined to form tablets or envelopes.

Chronology of the texts and the attested eponyms

The texts are dated to the Middle Assyrian period. According to the dating of the eponyms written
on the documents, the texts belong to the period from the reign of the Assyrian king Shalmaneser
I to that of Ninurta-apil-Ekur, i.e. from the middle part of the 13" century B.C. until the first part
of the 12" century B.C.

The eponyms so far attested in the Tell Taban texts are the following'®:

Shalmaneser 1

Assur-dammiq TabTO5A-167

AsSur-ketta(/1)-1de TabT05A-158%*; TabT05A-444

ASSur-nadin-Sume TabT05A-033; TabT05A-151

ASSur-Sumu-l1eser TabT05A-203*

Bér-bel-lite TabT05A-379

Enlil-asared TabT05A-554; TabT05A-609

IStar-eres? TabT05A-182?

IttabSi-dén-Assur TabT05A-601+

Ubru TabT05A-484

Usat-Marduk TabT05A-012; TabT05A-013; TabT05A-102; TabTO5A-158

Shalmaneser I/ Tukulti-Ninurta I

Adad-bel-gabbe TabT05A-530+7?; TabT05A-545
ASSur-musabsi TabT05A-036; TabT05A-127
Ina-pi-AsSur-lislim TabT05A-161; TabT05A-587*?
Serrja TabT05A-272

Tukulti-Ninurta I

Abattu TabT05A-428
Adad-uma”i TabT05A-241
AsSur-da”an TabT05A-035; TabT05A-549?
ASSur-zera-iddina TabT05A-037
Bér-iSmanni TabT05A-131
Enlil-nadin-apli TabT05A-380; TabT05A-623*
Salmanu-Suma-usur (mar Sarre) TabT05A-019; TabT05A-249+
Urad-ilani TabT05A-032

15 The asterisk following the text number indicates that the attested eponym is not mentioned in the date formula but within the document.
The order of the eponyms is based on Freydank 1991, pp. 192—-196. More precise orderings of the eponyms in the Middle Assyrian
period have now been proposed, especially by Freydank and Rollig. But the orders proposed by the scholars still disagree with each
other in detail, so I am using the 1991 ordering. Cf. Freydank 2005, Jakob 2001 and Rollig 2004.
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AsSur-nadin-apli
Erib-Sin TabTO5A-181

ASSur-nadin-apli - Enlil-kudurri-usur
Bér-kéna-sallim TabT05A-043

ASSur-nérari III - Enlil-kudurri-usur
Adad-ban-kala TabTO05A-191

Ninurta-apil-Ekur
Saggi’u TabT05A-011

Not attested outside the Tell Taban texts
Sin-uballit TabT05A-135; TabT05A-204; TabT05A-209+
Nabi-bela-usur TabTO5A-132

It seems probable that Sin-uballit should be dated to the beginning of the 12" century B.C. because
of prosopographical data attested in the texts dated by his name. For the same reason it seems likely
that Nabii-bela-usur is not identical with the eponym of the same name in the reign of Shalmaneser
1'%, but is another eponym of this name in the beginning of the 12" century B.C.

The local rulers of Tabatu

These texts mention two local rulers of the city of Tabatu titled "the king of the land of Mari",
who were subject to the Assyrian kings. The first one is ASSur-ketta-1€Ser, who ruled Tabatu during
the reigns of the Assyrian kings Shalmaneser I and Tukulti-Ninurta I, i.e. the latter part of the 13™
century B.C"7. The second one is Adad-bél-gabbe, the son and successor of AiSur-ketta-I&Ser, who
ruled during the reigns of the Assyrian kings ASSur-nadin-apli, A§Sur-nérari III, Enlil-kudurri-usur and
Ninurta-apil-Ekur, i.e. the beginning of the 12" century B.C.

Concerning the identification of these two local rulers: Firstly, AsSur-ketta-1&Ser is not mentioned
in the building inscriptions found so far. Identification with the well-known ruler of the same name
who reigned in the 11" century B.C., a contemporary of the Assyrian king Tiglathpileser I, is of course
excluded'®. He will here be designated tentatively as A3ur-ketta-1&3er I' as opposed to As3ur-ketta-
leser II' of the 11™ century B.C.

It seems very probable that this AsSur-ketta-1€Ser I' is identical with a person of the same name
who is mentioned in one document from Diir-Katlimmu DeZ 3281 published by W. Rollig". The
document, dated with the eponym Enlil-nadin-apli from the reign of Tukulti-Ninurta I1*°, lists the

16 Cf. Freydank 1991, p. 155.

17 His name is certainly the same as the ruler of Tabatu of the 11" century B.C. known from many building inscriptions, even though
they are of course two different persons. Scholars have so far preferred to read name of the latter ruler as ASSur-ketti-1€Ser, because
one would expect the second element of his name to be in the nominative and also because in the building inscriptions it is sometimes
written syllabically as ke-ti, as well as ke-ta and with the logogram ZI (cf. evidence in Maul 2005, p. 98). However, since in the new
tablets the name of the first ruler has so far been always written as ™A-3ur-ke-ta-le-§ér and the second ruler was surely named after
this first ruler, the present writer uses the reading Assur-ketta-1&Ser for both rulers, except for cases where the name is written syllabically
ke-ti. The alternation ketti or ketta, i.e. with or without the pronominal suffix of the first person singular, is a variation that is also
attested for other Middle Assyrian personal names, for instance Sama3-ketta(/ 7)-&-tamsi (cf. Freydank/ Saporetti 1979, p. 119) or Sama3-
ketta(/ 1)-iddina (cf. Saporetti 1970a, p. 440f.). Cf. also Freydank/ Saporetti 1979, p. 168, and Saporetti 1970b, p. 129f.

18 Cf. Maul 2005, p. 11.

19 Rollig 1997, p. 283f., 1. 15.

20 Rollig 1997, p. 283f., 1. 20. For this eponym see Jakob 2001.
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distribution of barley to Assyrian provincial cities in Syria. The majority of the cities are referred
to by the city name itself. However, four are designated by the name of the person who is apparently
the city ruler, i.e. Eter-Marduk, Sin-mudammiq, Tukulti-Mér and As3ur-ketta-1&Ser. As already
suggested by Rollig and S. Jakob, Eter-Marduk and Sin-mudammiq can be safely identified
respectively with a governor (bé! pahete) of Dur-Katlimmu and a high official (probably sukkallu
"vizier") who resided in AsSukanni, and it is likely that each of these officials received barley on behalf
of his district, i.e. Dur-Katlimmu and ASSukanni, which are intriguingly not mentioned among the
cities listed in this document®'. From the date and content of the document it can be inferred that
the AsSur-ketta-l€Ser in that document is the same as Tabatu's ruler of the same name at that time,
i.e. As3ur-ketta-1&3er I', and that like Eter-Marduk and Sin-mudammiq he received barley on behalf
of his territory of Tabatu, which is not mentioned in the city list either®.

As for his son Adad-bel-gabbe, we know of at least two rulers of the city of Tabatu named Adad-
bél-gabbe from the building inscriptions so far, namely, Adad-bél-gabbe I' who reigned during the
first half and/or middle of the 12" century B.C. and Adad-bél-gabbe II' who reigned at the end of
the 12" and/or the beginning of the 11" century B.C.*; the former is attested as the father of Etel-
pi-Adad, and the latter as the son of Adad-bel-apli and the father of AsSur-ketta-1eSer II'. In addition
to these two rulers, one further Adad-bél-gabbe is attested as the father of the ruler R1§-Nergal®*.
It remains, however, uncertain whether this last person is to be identified with Adad-b€l-gabbe I',
or whether he was another ruler of the same name who reigned before Adad-bél-gabbe I'*>. Concerning
our Adad-bel-gabbe mentioned in the new clay tablets, his identification with Adad-bél-gabbe I' is
clearly possible. However, since the succession of the local rulers in the first half of the 12" century
B.C. is still uncertain, it is also possible that the Adad-bél-gabbe in the new clay tablets was another,
even earlier ruler of this name in the beginning of the 12" century B.C., perhaps identical to the
above-mentioned Adad-bél-gabbe, the father of Ris-Nergal. In any case, he is the earliest attested
ruler of this name in the local dynasty. Thus, we will tentatively refer to him as Adad-bél-gabbe
I', keeping the question open whether or not he is indeed to be identified with the previously-accepted
"Adad-bel-gabbe I'" (the father of Etel-pi-Adad).

In any case, it has now been verified that the genealogy of the rulers of Tabatu ascends at least
to the middle of the 13™ century B.C.

The local calendar

As has been mentioned, the Assyrian eponyms are used in the documents from Tell Taban for
the notation of the year in which each document was written. For the notation of month, however,
the Assyrian calendar is not used, unlike the usual custom observed in Middle Assyrian documents.
Rather, in the Middle Assyrian documents from Tell Taban another, apparently local, calendar is used

21 Rollig 1997, p. 284; Jakob 2001, p. 94.

22 If it is true that these four persons each received barley on behalf of his territory, it seems probable that the names of the persons

who are responsible for the cities, not the name of cities themselves, are mentioned in this list because of their peculiar status. Dur-
Katlimmu and ASSukanni were the most important bases for the government of the western territories in Assyrian empire. Tabatu
was a vassal kingdom whose ruler was permitted the title "king" (Sarru).
As for the last one, Tukult1-Mer, it is not impossible that this person was an ancestor of the ruler of the same name in the 1"
century B.C. with the title "the king of the land of M[ari]" (Sar mat M[ari]) mentioned in an inscription of AsSur-bél-kala (Grayson
1991, p. 89, A.0.89.1, Obv. 14"), who also calling himself "the king of the land of Hana" (Sar mat Hana) in his dedicatory inscription
(Grayson 1991, p. 111, A.0.89.2001; cf. Maul 2005, p. 15). It may be speculated that the family of the putative Tukulti-Mér I and
II had a status within the Assyrian empire similar to that of the family of the ruler of Téabatu.

23 Cf. Maul 2005, p. 11f.

24  Maul 2005, Text nos. 20-36.

25 Cf. Maul 2005, p. 13 and p. 17.
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for dating the documents. The following month names have been attested so far (the names of months
are alphabetically ordered).

Ereqqu (ME-re-qul "**MAR.GID.DA) TabT05A-011, TabT05A-033 and passim

Kalmartu (“Kal-mar-tu) TabT05A-037

Malika’u (“Ma-li-ka-i) TabT05A-241, TabT05A-444 and passim
Mihru (“Mi-ih-ru) TabT05A-135, TabT05A-272 and passim
Pagra’u (“"Pa-ag-ra-ia-ii) TabT05A-043, TabT05A-151 and passim
Pirizéri ("Pi-ri-NUMUN) TabT05A-380, TabT05A-428 and passim
SOu(-us)-Su TabT05A-102, TabT05A-158 and passim
Sabiitu (Sa-bu-tu) TabT05A-032, TabT05A-131 and passim
Sin (14430) TabTOSA-181

Te-$u (/ SuB)-Bu TabT05A-249+, TabT05A-259 and passim
N -li-nu TabT05A-019, TabT05A-020 and passim
Ulilu (“"U-lu-Iu) TabT05A-040, TabT05A-209+ and passim

Though no identical calendar has been found elsewhere, some month names have been attested
in other calendars. The month name Pagra’u or its variant form is found also in calendars from Terqa,
Alalah and Ugarit®. The month name Pirizéri can be safely interpreted as a variant form of
Pirizarru(m), a month name attested in the Old Babylonian texts from Mari and Terqa, probably a
month name in the calendar of Terqa®’. Sabiitu is otherwise attested as the seventh month of the so
called Semitic calendar in Nuzi®®. It seems probable that the month name, which literally means
"seventh", denoted the seventh month in the calendar of Tabatu as well. The month name Uliilu is
of course attested in the Babylonian calendar®. The month names Kalmartu and Sin are well known
month names of the Assyrian calendar®, but it is difficult to determine whether or not these two month
names are part of the local calendar of Tabatu. Since both months have been attested only once so
far, it seems possible that the documents dated with these month names were dated exceptionally
according to the Assyrian calendar and not according to the local calendar.

Furthermore, other month names may be related to similar month names known elsewhere. The
month name Malika’u (or Malika’u) can be related to the month name Malkanu(m) attested in the
calendars of Mari and Terga®. It seems possible that the month name “U-li-nu (read Ulinu?) is a
variant form of the month name Elinu(m) which is attested in the Amorite calendar®>. The month
name Ereqqu, written also with the Logogram #*MAR.GID.DA, certainly denotes the word ereqqu
"cart". No similar month name is known to the present writer, however. The month name Mihru seems
to be derived from the verb maharu. It seems possible that the month name corresponds to the word
mehru/ mihru meaning "offering"*.

26 For Terqa see Rouault 1984, p. 38 and p. 85, TFR 1, 6: 49 (the month name is to be read ITI Ba-ag-re-e). For Alalah cf. evidence
cited in Cohen 1993, p. 373 (written Pa-ag-ri). For Ugarit cf. Cohen 1993, pp. 377-381. pagra’u is also known as the name of a
ceremony performed for the god Dagan (cf. Feliu 2003, pp. 70-73).

27 Cf. Cohen 1993, p. 286 and p. 372; Limet 1976, p. 14. See furthermore Podany 2002, Text 13: 29.

The rebus writing of this month name in the calendar of Téabatu (to be normalized pere’ zéri?) seems to be a kind of (folk) etymological
explanation of this month name, as lit. "bud (per’u) (?) of seed (zéru)".

28 Cf. Cohen 1993, p. 371.

29 Cf. Cohen 1993, pp. 321-326, and Hunger 1976-1980, p. 301.

30 Cf. Cohen 1993, p. 239, and Hunger 1976-1980, p. 301.

31 Cf. Limet 1976, p. 11, Cohen 1993, p. 282 and p. 372, and Hunger 1976—1980, p. 301; See also Rouault 1984, TFR 1 4: 11'.

32 Cohen 1993, pp. 248-268, esp. p. 263f., and Hunger 1976-1980, p. 301.

33 See esp. evidence cited in CAD M,, p. 59b, s.v. mihru A5 "offering". This could be compared with the month name Muhur-ilani
of the Assyrian calendar and also with the month name Tamhiru, lit. "offering", of the Amorite calendar (cf. Cohen 1993, pp. 248—
268 and Hunger 1976-1980, p. 301).
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Thus, even though no calendar identical with that of Tabatu has been attested, many month names
in this local calendar are shared by other calendars. Especially striking are the many month names
shared between the calendar of Téabatu and that of Terqa. It seems possible that the calendar of Tabatu
was a variation of a calendar common to this region. In any case, the calendar attested in the Middle
Assyrian documents from Tell Taban was most probably the local one used before the conquest of
the Habur region by the Assyrian empire.

It should also be mentioned that the building inscriptions of the rulers of Tabatu in the reign of
the Assyrian king Tiglathpileser I in the beginning of the 11™ century B.C. are not dated with this
calendar, but rather with the Babylonian calendar introduced by Tiglathpileser I into the Assyrian
empire during his reign®*. It can be inferred that this local calendar was not used any more in Tabatu
in the 11" century B.C. It remains uncertain, however, whether the local calendar was abandoned
at the time the Babylonian calendar was introduced into the empire or at some earlier time in the
12™ century B.C¥.

The scribal characteristics of the documents

Basically all the scribal characteristics of our texts accord with those of texts from north
Mesopotamia and east Syria at the time, i.e. Middle Assyrian texts. The language used is the Middle
Assyrian dialect of Akkadian. The form of the signs, the external features of the tablets and the
formulae of each genre of documents are also basically normal Middle Assyrian.

The genres of the documents

The contents of most texts can be characterized as various kinds of administrative documents of
the "palace" (ekallu) in Tabatu. More than half of the texts, excluding small fragments, have been
identified as receipts and memoranda recording various kinds of commodities carried into and out
from the palace36. The commodities mentioned include clothes®’, wool®*®, metal 0bjects39, weapons‘“),
grains*', flour*?, and live stock®. Most noteworthy are receipts of the following type*:

34 Maul 1992, p. 28, 1. 19; Maul 2005, p. 40, L. 21.

35 Cf. Cohen 1993, p. 300f.

36 For instance TabT05A-008; TabT05A-010; TabT05A-012; TabT05A-013; TabT05A-015; TabT05A-019; TabT05A-032;
TabT05A-033; TabT05A-034; TabT05A-035; TabT05A-036; TabT05A-037; TabT05A-038; TabT05A-039; TabTO05A-040;
TabT05A-085; TabT05A-102; TabT05A-131; TabT05A-135; TabT05A-140; TabTO05A-151; TabT05A-158; TabTO05A-161;
TabT05A-162; TabT05A-167; TabT05A-177; TabT05A-180; TabT05A-182; TabT05A-203; TabT05A-204; TabT05A-205;
TabT05A-208; TabT05A-209+; TabT05A-241; TabT05A-259; TabTO05A-321; TabTO05A-324; TabTO05A-327; TabT05A-379;
TabT05A-381; TabT05A-382; TabT05A-419; TabT05A-427; TabT05A-428; TabT05A-444; TabT05A-466; TabT05A-484;
TabT05A-511; TabT05A-530+; TabT05A-545; TabTO05A-554; TabT05A-557+; TabT05A-579; TabTO05A-583; TabT05A-587;
TabT05A-592; TabT05A-623. Furthermore at least two tablets from the excavation of the summer season 2005 (05B) now in cleaning
are to be identified as the same kind of text. For this kind of text in the Middle Assyrian period see Postgate 1986, pp. 13-16.

37 For instance TabT05A-012; TabT05A-015; TabT05A-033; TabT05A-034; TabT05A-085; TabT05A-158; TabT05A-161;
TabT05A-177; TabT05A-382; TabT05A-557+; TabT05A-587; TabT05A-623.

38 For instance TabT05A-032; TabT05A-241.

39 For instance TabT05A-010; TabT05A-015; TabT05A-036; TabT05A-162; TabT05A-428; TabT05A-592.

40 For instance TabT05A-015; TabT05A-177; TabT05A-428.

41 For instance TabT05A-008; TabT05A-019; TabT05A-208; TabT05A-484; TabT05A-530+; TabT05A-583.

42 For instance TabT05A-151; TabT05A-379; TabT05A-444.

43 For instance TabT05A-035; TabT05A-040; TabT05A-102; TabT05A-182; TabT05A-205; TabT05A-324; TabT05A-327; TabTO5A-
511.

44 TabT05A-012; TabTO05A-085; TabTO05A-102; TabTO05A-151; TabTO05A-158; TabT05A-167; TabT05A-182; TabT05A-444;
TabT05A-484; TabT05A-530+; TabT05A-583. Furthermore at least one tablet from the summer season 2005 now in cleaning belongs
to this type of receipt.
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TabT05A-182
Obv. (space for seal impression)

B.E.

Rev.

26 "UDUMES sa-mu-"hu-tu, "
§a SU ™x (x)-pi-ldh
A _Sur-ke-ta-le-Ser

ma-he-er

i+na "“Ar-ba-il

i+na """ Lib-bi-URU"

Tak-lu”

NN kW~

(space for seal impression)
g li-nu” U, N13.KAM?

oo

TE. 9 [l mu’ ™ I$s-tdr™-[éres (7)]*

L.S. (space for seal impression)

(1-4) 26 mixed sheep in the responsibility of ...-pilah, AsSur-ketta-1€Ser has received. (5-
7) They (= sheep) are consumed (lit. eaten) in Arbail (and) in Libbi-ali. (8-9) Month of Ulinu,
13™ day, eponymate of Istar-[&res(?)].

TabT05A-085
Obyv. (space for seal impression)

B.E.

Rev.

1 4 1/2 TUG.HLA Su-ha-ia-ii
2 Sa na-ds-be-te*

3 $a SU "LUGAL-li-bur

4 ™9A-Sur-"ke-ta -le-ser

5 ma-he-er

6  a-na"SAM UDUMES
7 Sa ""SUM -YAMAR.UTU
8  "DUMU ™ x-SUM-na

9 u "Pi-ra-di

10 DUMU "Sii-lu-li

11 ub-lu-né-ni

12 up-pu-"$u™®

(space for seal impression)
13 ™y x U, x"KAM 0i"-[mu]

TE. 14 ™A §[wr'- ]

(1-5) 4 and a half clothes of the Suhian style of nasbutu, in the responsibility of Sarru-libir,
Assur-ketta-1€Ser has received. (6-12) As the payment for the sheep that Iddin-Marduk,
son of ...-iddina and Piradi, son of Sululi, have brought in, they are "done". (13-14) The

45
46

47

48

I appreciate the suggestion of Prof. Postgate on this reading.

The persons mentioned in this text reveal it should be dated sometime from the reign of the Assyrian kings Shalmaneser I to that
of Tukulti-Ninurta I. It is probable that the latter part of the eponym should be restored as ére§ (probably written logographically
KAM). Cf. Freydank 1991, p. 145.

The word nasbutu (nasbatu), which denotes a kind of garment or metal object in Neo-Assyrian (cf. CAD N,, p. 47), can refer to a
cultic event in the Middle Assyrian period. Cf. Postgate 1988, p. 47.

The usage of this verb, here translated literally as "done", is unusual. On the one hand the sentence can be interpreted as "(the
clothes) are used as payment for the sheep”. On the other hand the verb might be a technical term concerning textile manufacture
(cf. Postgate, 2001, p. 375, fn 6). I appreciate this suggestion of Prof. Postgate.
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month of ..., ...th day, epo[nymate] of ASS[ur(?)-... ].

This type of receipt first mentions at the commodities brought in, often followed by the name of
the person who was responsible for the procedure. The first part of the text ends with the mention
that the commodities were "received" (maher). Most intriguingly, the texts refer to ASSur-ketta-leSer
I', the ruler of Tabatu himself, as the recipient. In the latter part of the text it is often written for
what purpose the commodities were used for. As in the first example, some receipts indicate that
commodities were sent out to cities in the Assyrian homeland*’. Receipts are very often found covered
in envelope, on which an excerpt of the text on the inner tablet is written. Receipts are usually sealed,
very often all over the tablet.

Besides this type of receipt, there are also texts written for various purposes in almost free format

as the following example™:

TabT05A-623
Obv. 1 i§-tu “Ma-li-ka-e
2 U,.8.KAM li-me
3 ™%En-1il-SUM-IBILA
4 "Sq-ri-se”
B.E. 5 u"-PA-ti
6 TUG.HLAMES
Rev. 7 3$a na-as-be-te
8 a-na "SA.URU
9 [i]-ta-su
10 it-"tu -um-3u’!
T.E. (space for seal impression)
(1-3) On (/from) the month of Malika’u the 8" day eponymate of Enlil-nadin-apli, (4-10)
Saris§e and IPAti have departed to transport clothes of nasbutu to Libbi-ali.

The text was probably written at the time the two persons left to transport the clothes to the city
of ASSur, so that the responsibility of the two transporters would be clearly recorded.

From the domain of the palace administration we have letters as well. There are letters from a
superior to a subordinate ("letter orders") as well as letters from a subordinate to a superior ("letter
reports")**. The formulae of nearly all letters accord with those of the Middle Assyrian letters™. So
far only one letter without the introduction formula has been attested™. Most letters are orders or
reports about the management of commodities that are also mentioned in the receipts. Even though
it seems possible that the letters were originally covered in envelopes, as is the custom of letter writing
in the Middle Assyrian period®, so far no letter envelope has been found at Tell Taban. There is

49 Livestock transported from Tabatu to AsSur are also attested among the Middle Assyrian texts from ASSur. Cf. Ebeling 1927, no.
195; Donbaz 1976, P1. 5, A. 1736 (in both cases the livestock is referred to as namurtu, "audience gift"). I thank Dr. Llop for the reference.
Furthermore Tab TO5A-151 reveals that the commodities (various kinds of flour) were sent also to the provincial cities in the upper
Habur region of Nahur, Kuli$hina$ and Amasakku.

50 TabT05A-041; TabTO05A-042; TabTO05A-203; TabTO05A-204; TabT05A-209+; TabTO05A-321; TabTO05A-379; TabTO05A-554;
TabT05A-587; TabT05A-623.

51 The two verbs in 1. 9f. are to be interpreted as a hendiadys.

52 TabT05A-014; TabTO5A-134; TabTO05A-181; TabT05A-248; TabT05A-272; TabT05A-273; TabTO05A-274+; TabT05A-281;
TabT05A-354+; TabT05A-370; TabTO5A-454+; TabT05A-459; TabT05A-556+; TabT05A-649.

53 Cf. Cancik-Kirschbaum 1996, pp. 50-62.

54 TabT05A-281.

55 Cf. Cancik-Kirschbaum 1996, pp. 51f., and Postgate 1986, p. 13.
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also no letter with sealing.

There are also lists in various formats, in which, for instance, commodities™, persons”, or rations”®
are inventoried. The names of the commodities inventoried in the lists are mostly mentioned in the
receipts as well. Some lists are written on large multi-column tablets™. Furthermore, attention should
be paid to lists of consumed livestock®, a list of tablets®', and a list of weapons distributed®.

From the domain of the palace administration we have some contracts®.

Besides the texts concerning the palace administration, we have also some legal texts that record
business transactions of the ruler Adad-bél-gabbe I' and his family. Interestingly no legal text has
been found from the reign of ASSur-ketta-1€Ser I'. So far 5 conveyances and 1 contract have been
identified®. Unlike the administrative texts, the list of witnesses for the transaction is always noted.
Against the custom of document writing in the Middle Assyrian period, some of these conveyances
seem to be covered in envelopes®.

Thus, the Middle Assyrian texts found at Tell Taban in 2005 are mostly records of administration
in the palace of the city of Tabatu, especially those made for the supervision of commodities brought
and kept in the palace. They also include records for controlling the export of commodities to the
Assyrian homeland.

The texts we have discussed clearly reveal that the vassal kingdom of Tabatu was integrated into
the Assyrian empire on the one hand, but that local traditions still remained on the other hand.
Representative of this is the dating system used in the administration of the palace, in which years
are designated by the system of the empire (the Assyrian eponyms), but months by the old local
calendar.

It is also worth mentioning that the size of the palace administration was relatively small. The
"palace" (ekallu) of the local rulers of Tabatu retained the features of a household administration.
This is suggested, for example, by the personal mention of the ruler, AsSur-ketta-1&Ser I', as the
recipient in many receipts, and by the fact that the legal texts issued for the business transactions
of the royal family are found together with the administrative texts.

56 TabT05A-015; TabT05A-250+; TabT05A-260; TabT05A-327; TabT05A-399+; TabT05A-428; TabT05A-466; TabT05A-491+;
TabT05A-580; TabT05A-657+. Some of them can be also characterized as receipts.

57 TabT05A-042; TabT05A-061+; TabT05A-661+ (belongs to TabT05A-061+7?).

58 TabT05A-127; TabT05A-600+.

59 TabTO05A-061+ (persons); TabT05A-399+ (commodities); TabT05A-491+ (commodities); TabT05A-661+ (persons; belongs to
TabT05A-061+?).

60 TabTO05A-325; TabT05A-609; TabT05A-617+. TabT05A-601 could also belong to this kind of list.

61 TabT05A-346. Each tablet is inventoried in this list as 1 fuppu §a commodities Sa muhhi PN "1 tablet of ... which is owed by PN".
Similar kinds of texts are also attested among other Middle Assyrian texts. Cf. for instance, Postgate 1988 nos. 36, 38 and 39.

62 TabTO05A-139+. Some of the persons to whom the weapons are distributed are also mentioned in the short list TabT05A-042.

63 TabT05A-011; TabT05A-249+; TabT05A-280; TabT05A-380; TabT05A-452. Furthermore there is at least one tablet that is a contract
among the tablets from the 2005 summer season (05B) that are now in the cleaning process.

64 Conveyances: TabT05A-043; TabTO05A-191; TabT05A-624+; TabT05A-639; TabT05A-648. Contract: TabT05A-132. For the
distinction between conveyances (Erwerbsvertrége) and contracts (Obligationsurkunden) in Assyrian legal texts see Postgate 1976,
pp. 11-55; Postgate 1997, pp. 160f.; Radner 1997, p. 21.

65 Cf. Postgate 1976, p. 4; Postgate 1986; Postgate 1997; Radner 1997, pp. 23f. At least one conveyance (TabT05A-043) has been
found together with its envelope (TabT05A-044+). The envelop fragment TabT05A-192+ also may belong to the tablet TabT05A-
191.
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Notes d'Archéologie Levantine

VI bis. A propos d'une statuette en basalte trouvée a Mishirfeh-Qatna

Michel AL-MAQDISSI™

Mots clefs : Syrie, Mishirfeh, Bronze récent, Ancétres, Statuette, Basalte.

1. INTRODUCTION'

Au cours de la dixieme campagne (2004) de fouilles archéologiques syriennes a Mishirfeh-
Qatna, une statuette en basalte a été mise au jour dans le chantier C situé sur le versant occidental
de la Ville Haute 3 ’emplacement du petit Palais sud® (fig. 1). La zone de fouille est localisée
principalement dans la partie nord-ouest de ce chantier, immédiatement au nord du Palais royal®.

La position stratigraphique de cette statuette montre clairement qu’elle appartient au niveau
du Bronze récent en synchronie avec l'ensemble du matériel déja trouvé au cours du dégagement
systématique de l'ensemble des structures du petit Palais sud. La cohérence de cette séquence se
retrouve dans les différents niveaux associés au développement stratigraphique de ce chantier®.

II. DESCRIPTION DE LA STATUETTE

Statuette en basalte (fig. 2 a-c et fig. 3) de couleur gris foncé, sommairement taillée de 11,3
cm de hauteur. Elle représente un personnage assis sur un sie¢ge, le dos appuyé contre le dossier et
les avant-bras posés sur ses genoux.

Il ne semble plus jeune ainsi que I’indiquent son port de té€te et son torse massif. Il affiche
ainsi une position solennelle propre aux adultes ou aux personnes d’un certain age.

Son crane oblong est rasé et les larges pommettes du visage sont accentuées par la saillie des
oreilles taillées en arrondi. Les traits du visage sont juste ébauchés, seuls les arcs des sourcils et la
levre supérieure sont marqués par des ciselures nettes.

Mais dans cette statuette, les yeux vagues et le large habit, dont seule la partie inférieure est
visible, accentuent la disproportion entre les volumes des deux moiti€s supérieure et inférieure du
personnage. On notera aussi la stylisation du si¢ge sans accoudoirs et I’absence, en profil et a ’arriere,
de tous type de détails.

III. DATATION

Comme nous avons remarqué au début de cette notice, les premiers constats lors de la découverte

* DGAM-Damas USJ-Beyrouth

1 Une premiere version de cette notice est déja parue en arabe et sans illustrations, cf. AL-MAQDISSI 2005.

2 Batiment fouillé par la mission syrienne, cf. principalement AL-MAQDISSI 2003, p. 1500-1505 et AL-MAQDISSI et MORANDI
BoNAcossI 2005, p 19-21, 48—-49.

3 Batiment fouillé conjointement par les trois équipes de cette mission, cf. a ce propos AL MAQDISSI 2003, p. 1505-1513, AL-MAQDISSI et
MORANDI BONACOSSI 2005, p.22-25, 45-47, MORANDI BONACOSSI et al 2003, Novak 2004, 2006 et PFALZNER 2006, p. 165-167.

4 Le petit Palais sud est donc contemporain du Palais royal et du Palais nord et 1'ensemble des trois batiments forme une phase du
développement urbain de la deuxieme moitié du deuxieéme millénaire av. J.-C., cf. principalement DU MESNIL DU BUISSON 1928,
Du MESNIL DU BUISSON 1935, p. 71-111, AL-MAQDISSI et MORANDI BONACOSSI 2005, p. 22-25 et Luciant 2003.
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N

ainsi que les études stratigraphiques ont amené a confirmer l'appartenance de cette statuette a la
deuxieme moitié du deuxieme millénaire av. J.-C. De mé&me, il nous semble probable qu’elle appartient
aux dernieres phases du fonctionnement du petit Palais sud ce qui nous laisse la possibilité de proposer
une date juste avant sa destruction au XV° ou au XIV® siecle av. J.-C.

IV. COMPARAISONS

Ce type de sculpture fait partie des traditions syriennes du Bronze récent. Une sculpture
semblable a été trouvée en 1927 a Mishirfeh (fig. 4 a-b). Elle a été dégagée dans 1'Ouvrage souterrain
de la Coupole de Loth’, par la mission francaise sous la direction du R. du Mesnil du Buisson qui
en donne la description suivante :

«Petite statue d'un homme assis. Personnage chauve, a barbe pointue sans moustache ; le nez
a été martelé, la téte est engoncée ; le bras droit tenait un objet qui a été brisé. Jambes minuscules,
siege sans dossier et sorte de tabouret sous les pieds. Basalte a gros grain, travail grossier, style tres
lourd. Hauteur 0,20. Coupole de Loth 9,60 de profondeur au milieu des débris d'ossements»®.

La représentation des ancétres, simple ou stylisée, dans les sculptures syriennes, est une tradition
ancienne qui remonte au milieu du troisitme millénaire av. J.-C. On en trouvera des exemples a
Tell Bi‘a’, 4 Tell Halawa® sur le moyen Euphrate et dans les hypogées de Wreidé de la région de
Tell Hadidi’, a2 Tell Amarna'® et tout récemment encore a Mishirfeh'' (fig. 5).

Ces sculptures connaitront une plus large diffusion au II° millénaire avant J.-C. comme en
témoignent les statuettes du Tell Mumbaqga (Ekalte) dans la moyenne vallée de 1'Euphrate, dans la
région du barrage d’al-Tabga'?. D’autres ont été trouvées a Tell Qeddah (Hazor) au Nord du lac de
Tibériade®. De méme nous retrouverons un type relativement proche 2 Ras Shamra (Ougarit)'4, a
Tell Mardikh (Ebla)", & Tell Afis'® et & Tell Sabi Abyad'’.

Ce type de production s’étendra aussi sur le I millénaire av. J.-C. Nous le constatons pour
1’époque araméenne sur les sites de Tell Afis'®, de Neirab'®, i Tell Rif*at®® de Tell Halaf (Guzana) ainsi
qu’a Zinjirli (Sam‘al)?!, et 4 Taftanaz*.

Notons enfin que nous trouvons des attestations, durant la mé€me tranche chronologique, de cette

5 Chantier situé dans la partie ouest de la Coupole, cf. principalement DU MESNIL DU BUISSON 1927, p. 294 et pl. LXXVIIL 11 est
vraisemblable que cette statuette appartienne a l'origine au batiment situé sur le versant occidental de la Coupole, fouillé récemment
par la mission syrienne (chantier Q).
6 Ibid.: p. 294, pl. LXXIX/1 et pl. LXXX/1.
7 HEMKEL 1994 : p. 100/fig. 1-2.
8 MEYER et PRUB 1994 : fig. 65/211 et pl. 27/209.
9 ORTHMANN et RovA 1991 : p. 20/fig. 18.
10 TUNCA 1996 : pl. 6 et ABOU ASSAF 1998.
11 1l s'agit de la partie supérieure d’une statue qui a été trouvée dans le chantier P, fouillé en 2005 sur le versant nord de la Coupole
de Loth.
12 CAICHON et WERNER 1998 : p. 26/pl. 54-55, 190 et WERNER 1998 : p. 115/183.
13 YADIN et al. 1958 : pl. XXXI, YADIN et al. 1960 : pl. CXCVII et YADIN et al. 1961 : pl. CXXIII/2, CCCXXVI-CCCXXVII et CCCXXX.
14 YON 1990 et YON 1991 : pp. 350-351.
15 MITTHIAE, PINNOCK et SCANDONE MATTHIAE 1995 : p. 411/n° 254.
16 MAZzZONI 1998 : p. 20/fig. 18.
17 AKKERMANS ef al. 1993 : p. 48/fig. 22.
18 1Ibid.
19 CARRIERE et BARROIS 1927 : pl. LV/122-123.
20 SETON WILLIAMS 1967 : fig. 7.
21 BoNATZ 1998 (A): pl. VI/B6, B12.
22 BoNATZ 1998 (B): p. 194/fig. 5.
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méme tradition de sculptures en Syrie Orientale et en Mésopotamie du Nord dans les principaux
sites suivants : Tell Brak?, Tell Billa** et Tell Rimah?.

V. CONCLUSION

L’importante découverte de cette statuette a Mishirfeh (Qatna) confirme donc la présence de
ce type de sculptures, vénérant les ancétres, dans un batiment public qui ne comporte aucune
caractéristique religieuse ou funéraire. Elle confirme surtout la permanence, au II° millénaire av. J.-
C., du culte syrien des ancétres bien présent dans les importants textes de la ville d'Ougarit®.

VI. ABREVIATIONS

AAAS = Annales Archéologiques Arabes Syriennes.

ANES Supplement = Ancient Near Eastern Studies Supplement.

CRAI = Comptes Rendus de I'Académie des Inscriptions et Belles-Lettres

DaM = Damaszener Mitteilungen.

RLA = Reallexikon der Assyriologie und Vorderasiatischen Archiologie.

RSOu = Ras Shamra-Ougarit.

SZVA = Schriften Zur Vorderasiatischen Archiologie.

WVDOG = Wissenschaftliche Veroffentlichung der Deutschen Orient-Gesellschaft.
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Fig. 1 : Mishirfeh, Chantier C, plan schématique du petit Palais sud.
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2¢

Fig. 2 a-c : Mishirfeh, Chantier C, statuette en basalte (photographies).
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Fig. 3 : Mishirfeh, Chantier C, statuette en basalte (dessins).



82 Michel AL-MAQDISSI

SYRIA, 1921.

1. Petite statue en basalte provenant
de la coupole de Loth (face et profil).

4b

1. Basalle (pierre 2).
4a

Fig. 4 a: Mishirfeh, Coupole de Loth, statuette en basalte (d'aprés DU MESNIL DU BUISSON 1927 : pl. LXXIX/1).
Fig. 4 b: Mishirfeh, Coupole de Loth, statuette en basalte (d'aprés DU MESNIL DU BUISSON 1927 : pl. LXXX/1).

Fig. 5 : Mishirfeh, Chantier P - Coupole de Loth, partie supérieure d'une
statuette en basalte du troisiéme millénaire av. J.-C.
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0 1km  Southwest Necropolis X
' ) ) \ Southeast Necropolis
®mTomb
1. Temple of Bel 2. Great Colonnade 3. Monumental Arch 4. Temple of Nebo 5. Diocletian Baths
6.  Amphitheater 7. Senate 8. Agora 9. Tetrapylon 10. Temple of Baal Shamin
11~14. Peristyle House 15-16. Byzantin Church 17. Oval Piazza 18. Temple of Allat 19. Camp of Diocletian
20. Patrician House 21, Wall 22. Damascus Gate 23. Spring of Afga. 24. Temple of Belhamon
25.  Old Wall 26. Arab Castle
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Preservation of Cultural Property in Egypt:
Reviewing the Tendency after 1990s

So HASEGAWA* and Sakuji YOSHIMURA™**

In this paper, we discussed the relationship between the nation and cultural heritage taking up Egypt after 1990s
as an example. The basis of cultural administration in 1990’s was formed by the political and economic guideline
in the 80s — omni-directional diplomacy developed under the tendency of Islamism which had become conspicuous
all over the Middle East, scheme of development mainly based on the private sector, policy to promote IT towards
the activation of economy. The features of policy for cultural heritage will be summarized as follows: 1) While
reinforcing the managerial scheme for cultural properties both domestic and abroad, the Government has actively
accepted high technologies for the survey and research of cultural heritage; 2) The archives of historical heritage
has been arranged to the scale that was not seen in the past, which have a possibility to be utilized multidirectionally
at the historic sites and museums; 3) The construction plan of highways and residences was well tied up with the
tourism promotion policy and deeply concerned in the movement of historic site arrangement. As a result, there
was a rapid development in the preservation plan of historical theme zone, replenishment of museum facilities,
opening of historic relics to the public and arrangement of site museum, and therefore, the arguments were stirred
up on how properly the preservative sciences should be applied.
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LFRFERIZERT, voll, pp.181-192, 2005 ; BWIIZE, HHER [V 7 MIBIT 5 AL ORAERE - + 7 2 A g0 g



96 KA ZE-EHA R

1. SALMATE O RER L ILAE OB TS R

IV MOYALRNE, TV T M EHREOKRT Y &R H19MLCE, 2T, Lo LEEDL) 2R T
Efzo FHUE, WRKICE D [THRZY 7 IOFAE] 25, &) —F THRBFEROKBT Y ZEKL, ELoOBRED,
BHPEBLE A RS & T ML E HIET TV T M &, BROBEREE BT 2 TEROB G I & o TRIES iz
LTHotze TANVDOLE) ALIHBLEVZLI T MOERN LA A VR, T4 VRO ZHIIER
BEVIOBIEEBICE > TEDLY, A4 LETOBN)IIKE RN ZA2 72,

19t IE D S B BICE RIS BT 2 TV 7 MREFEOBAE DR L, SS9 K»HMEE L1 F) AL
BN BB DR RIE, VT M EHEOSRAD, FRLEVICES [V 7 ME] FlIAT, xR FVick
BIYT NEOMEG, LT Y AT X DAEERIERM PR 2 TR E L TOREE 2R L T o 2R E
LT s shnsgd, Lal, SORRIZER, 97894, TUV—-AN=52, 7IIF -HAL—F7%
EOEMOBHAMZITBERSLCEERICL - T, Db AL O 72 LB HODORKET A 7
YT AT A MY R 2D 0EENR, BHERGOWEFAR: EDHED SN E LTSN Eh s kv

1917 R 2> S 20 AT AT TIE, =7 MEWEE, Lo - u—<EWEE, 4 R J — AWK
VENTWSRATYH S, L L, =I7 MEWEOEEN T 7 ¥ ADALTE~OFREHHEILZ Bk L 72 X
I, FREOHOBER TR D WRKOMIEE IR SN Tz, 4 F) 2B OMKEAHE T 5 19K
2 H20 R MBH & V) RRIT E 72, IBMINTT ¥ aF ) ZLHEPES 2R THH B, AT N - F 77—
LOEBIZ X DR S N1922E DL YT ML, FERLGY S - ACEEOEROETLHY, 2o0H
MERB U720 REZMUDPEENG A XY AZRICH 5 72RNE2LbDOTHo7-ME, BERI LB MEIREICH
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25 924EIZ45 1 1300 VOB CTHERMT o728, TOHERKIL, ANA I—BOARTIERL, ZORBOBHEDLLET

HHZEDHIHL, 954D 55 2 IASEIN1007T KV OIER T % b7z, Ministry of Culture, al-Darb al-Asfar: Documenta-
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42 AW, n0.569, “How remote can you be?”, 17-23 January, 2002.

43 AW, n0.408, “Dune song”, 17-23 December 1998. AW, no.777, “New museums for all”, 10-18 January 2006.
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ITIVFMNEY Y HFTDA Ky — b OBEWEIE OB
(2003-064F %)

Abstract

“Egyptian-Japanese Mission for the Mastaba Idout” started a preliminary research in 2003 and the restoration
works in 2005 for the mural painting of subterranean burial chamber of Idout. Idout is probably daughter of Unis,
the last king of the Vth dynasty. Her mastaba tomb dates back to ca. 2360 B.C. and it is famous for its most beautiful
relieves in Saqqara.

The mission has planed to detach the painting of burial chamber from its mother rock and to transfer it on new
support. The mother rock in Saqgara does not allow us to consolidate the painting in situ. Due to the mud and
sand, it is deteriorated much during four thousand years.

A traditional technique of Japan was adopted for the facing, which was indispensable for protecting the painting
during its detachment. “Funori,” glue of a seaweed, is now known well for the restoration works in the world.
Because it is natural, the Funori is regarded as suitable for the small, close room of the burial chamber. The
facing is done by two rayon papers, Japanese paper and cotton fabric with the Funori glue.

The process is as follows:

The fixation of painting on wall is fulfilled by placing the mortar free of salt along the edge of painting. This
is to prevent the painting from peeling off and to apply the papers on its surface. After pre-consolidation of pigments
by Paraloid B72, the work of facing can be done. Then, the painting is detached by knife carefully and placed
on a desk upside down. The back of the painting is reinforced by mortar and made flat. Synthetic foam is placed
on the back as intervention layer. New support is attached on the back of painting at last.

The mission has planed to finish the process of detachment in four years from 2005 to 2008. The work of
detachment started from on the west wall in 2005. In 2006, the mission found some limited parts under painting
connected on its original support too strongly. The detachment was delayed to some degree here.

The mission has gained fairy good result during these two years and can have perspective for the works by
conquering the problem.

I.1& € ®

HZ Y7 MR DB 213 57202003 L D, [HA - VT AR AZ N - 4 Fo— FREI v 3
~ ] (Egyptian-Japanese Mission for the Mastaba Idout) ##5p L, MY v » 12 TEB L CT& 72 AR TI,
1 KHA (20034EHE) 2548 4 KiAE (20064EEE) T TOBIRNGBOME L WMET 5% 4 1 AL 4 2 Xl
EVFEHRAETDH Y, 3 KA VBEEHZHEO TS, BEIEEIE 4 ERTHELTEBY, 20055EE 5
20084 FEE TE XL LE R THED TV 5,

COFA L FRIE, WHD1998FE10H 2> 5 B4E 3 H £ TR R FOEIMIFZEHI B X o TH A T RFEE T 7T
WCEREMZER E LCHEL, BEEBEL2EMETET77AF - Yax A 7REHRL LV T bOH V2T
BHOTUT 27 bOAL LIFOWREZG LH > 2O HE) TH o720

ZOB, V7 MIZIRHAOBMANOE LA D2 —FT, HAOMZERM L OEFEWET Y5 7 b Hi%

* BRI
1 ZHFOMECP PO EBMEICOWTIE, FBEE T Y 7T RERAERERICTIT o720 TBRITEE S XA EHAF
Yy M—13IIVE 7 ¥ 7 AR SHEE] T YT EN¥S, 20064E), 8-11H,
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Lo 7o HEOIRRIL, BIBRDOT T AN - a2zl TRKEZORRFINIFEE TH 2 MIRFHEOHMR T —FT N - 7
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Yo h 1%, A4 HGED S B ICHE TR EOHEE, 3% b 54 40km® OFRECSH 2 Y7 Mo
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PBAFE-THY, T [HEHN 2R 235 h e ShTwb,

COY YA THEBFHOFLMIL, TV MCREDPET Iy FTHEESITFTHOET a EVOREREYT I v K
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Iy FEEKRO—HERE L Tnb,

T, Yo I T [ AV T4 AL ZOEMBY - F—F2o5 N 2—LETOYT Iy FHllF] & LT1979
IR EE CUEEE) & LTEHEINTVES £ Fy—FOIYAINE, TOHBIIH> TELVWEIES
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0. rvyAH25&4 Fv—»H

Yo T OBBER S 7-EELRLEE LT, [y 7 5 OENBH -BITEI A7 5HONY KT 7] The
North Saqqara Archaeological Sites: Handbook for the Environmental Risk Analysis (Pisa, 2003) 3% 5%, Z 13,
457 T ONBERIEWTI#E (General Directorate for Development Cooperation), EH K&, TV 7 b OB
BT V7 MNRBEF (Egyptian Environmental Affairs Agency), XALAHMIREFHREOFIZL o THDOSN/T
OYx7 bOBRELTHREN 2D THL, 70Ty M, BFEOHLOTOLALHEL, Ri#ETS7:
DOMGRERERBEDET N2 DL Y ET2DIREEZEHFOHED» S5 bDTH o7z, BE, TOHEWIY v

2 Ahmed S. A. Shoeib and Adel I. M. Akarish, “Deterioration of Rock-Tombs, Saqqara Area, Egypt,” The 4th Meeting of Arab
Archaeologist Society held at 27-29 October 2001.

3 The Oxford Encyclopedia of Ancient Egypt, Vol. 3 (Oxford, 2001), p. 176.

4 Loc. cit.

5 MRFLEEEIE, 197240817 R A IR TRINS N REESK, IEMEICIE TR O SUE@EE B L O HREE O PR
WCHT558] 1085, V7 ollbfubEs LT, 9 - ¥y 7 Jiigofic [HREH T — e 2o EhEE] [7
TN T4 FZETOIRE TR (A AT —2#finsal [77 - 25 ] (8 b)) —H ke | [V
FA - Ih-—=F Y (FIVSOR)] BBHEIN TV D,
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6 The North Saqqara Archaeological Sites: Handbook for the Environmental Risk Analysis (Pisa, 2003), p.23. ZhiE, 7—% -
NR—ALZHIEFTH-T, hy T CHI2HBOBBETERT H2DDTIE L. BHTOYAF—LERIIEEFN TV
WEEINTWS, 2OHDIOnTIE, UTa2R X, Ibid, p.131.

7 Ibid., p.19.

Ibid., p.126.

9 7272L, H6THIRMNOLET T4 OIRETLRME DS, N. Kanawati and M. Abder-Raziq, The Toms of Iynefert and Ihy
(Reused by Idut) (The Unis Cemetery at Saqgara 2; Oxford, 2003), p. 36f. FZLDXH [F574 - 7> 2] &P, [F
T4 | DAHHA > TWEOPRIU T2 > T bo
10 FICHI2I604E A & S RIS, Wy H FEIVEBIE BT (Saqqara Inspectrate) 252 O & 7312D1F T 3 FHIKIC
s, HRZY T POFEREAEE R L ZAH D, HEED X ) Rt WIS IS X > TERISEVDTD 5.
21X, 85 FHOBROERIZOVTERE 72D DI T TH b, FICHI2494-2345FE 25 [The Cambridge Ancient History
1, Part 2B (Cambridge, 1971), p.995.1, Hi2500-23504F Z % [Civilizations of the Ancient Near East I (New York, 1995), p.712f.],
Hi12513-23734E &5 [The Oxford Encyclopedia of Ancient Egypt 111 (Oxford, 2001), Back Cover], Hi2480-23504F 25 [Eberhard
Otto, Agypten: Der Weg des Pharaonenreiches (Fifth Edition; Stuttugart, 1979), p.257], Ti2520-23404E =% [Erik Hornung, Geist
der Pharaonenzeit (Ziirich, 1989), Zeittafel].
11 R. Macramallah, Le Mastaba d'Idout (Cairo, 1935), 1f. 7272L, #5775 4 1Z#4L 24.00m, P 13.00m & LT\ 5%, Kanawati,
The Toms of Iynefert and Ihy, p.37.
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13 C. M. Firth, “Excavations of the Service des Antiquités at Saqqara,” ASAE 27(1927), 107.

14 R. Macramallah, Le Mastaba d'Idout (Cairo, 1935).

15 Kanawati, The Toms of Iynefert and Ihy (Reused by Idut), p.8.

16 The North Saqqara Archaeological Sites, p.19.
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“AL-RAFIDAN” EDITORIAL POLICY

This journal is of an annual issue, designed to cover
various studies of ancient Western Asia. It is an institute
journal, but any external contributor will be welcome.
The adoption of article shall be left to the discretion of the
editorial board. The deadline for submission is the end of
October.

Notes to contributors

1. The papers handled include unpublished theses, re-
ports, book reviews, translations, brief notes, etc. All
articles must be written in either Japanese or English in
principle.

2. For translated articles, the contributor should make
themselves responsible for completing necessary pro-
cedures, such as copyright and permission to translate,
with the original author before their submission to the
editorial board.

3. Contributors should clarify the literature cited in the
article.

4. Notes and quotations should be limited to those
indispensable to the discussion.

5. Any manuscript, together with photos, maps,
figures, etc., submitted to the editorial board shall not
be returned.

6. If a resume in any language needs to be printed,
please send it with manuscript.

7. Tables of contents will be presented in both Japanese
and English. Contributors are required to submit the
papers with the title translated into Japanese, otherwise
please trust it to the editorial board.

8. No payment shall be made for your manuscript.
Two original copies of the journal and fifty offprints
shall be distributed free of charge. In case of a joint
article, two original copies and twenty-five offprints
shall be distributed to each author. If more offprints are
necessary, contributors are requested to pay for their
cost and postage.

9. The following is the address of the editorial board for
correspondence:

AL-RAFIDAN Editorial Board,

The Institute for Cultural Studies of Ancient Iraq,
Kokushikan University,

1-1-1 Hirohakama, Machida, Tokyo, 195-8550 JAPAN
Tel: JAPAN (+81) 42-736-2343

Fax: JAPAN (+81) 42-736-5482

Guideline to writing

1. The manuscript should be typed on one side only of
A-4 size paper. To be accompanied with the computer
disk is strongly preferable.

2. On the front page, to the exclusion of the text, the

title of article should be written as well as the name,

address and position of author(s).

3. Please be sure to prepare necessary drawings and

tables as digital files in the computer disc, or on separate
papers one by one (less than 23.5%16.0 cm each in size
of completion of printing), with explanations and con-
secutive numbers respectively, and compile them aside
from the text. In addition, designate, on the margin of

the text, where each one should be inserted.

4. The drawings which were inked over should be

covered by a tracing paper. Photo typesetting of letters,
numbers, etc. in illustrations can be done by the editorial
board.

5. As for photograph, digital file is preferable. Positive

films and clearly printed photo-papers are acceptable.
They shall also require explanations, consecutive num-
bers, etc. mentioned in item 3.

6. Explanatory notes should be written on separate

papers, each with a consecutive number to be given to
the relevant sentence in the text.

7. In the text, specify the literature for reference as

below; writer's name, publication year, and quoted
pages are arranged in order, enclosed in brackets:

[Childe 1956: 30-32]

[Annahar 1943: 123; Agha 1946: pl. 15]

If those of the same writer are published in the same
year, classify them by additional alphabet to the pub-
lication year.

8. Put all the references that have been quoted in the

text and notes, and write them as follows: (1) The
writers’ names are to be listed in alphabetical order.
The names of Japanese, Arabs, etc. must be arranged
among the European names based on the supposition of
their having been rewritten in Latin. (2) The writer’s
name, issue year, title, volume name, volume number,
issue number and publisher’s name (place) are to be
filled in the references in regular sequence. The title of
journals or independent publications should be speci-
fied, with underline or by the use of Italic letters.

9. As a rule, the first proofreading shall be done by the

original author.
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