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EXCAVATION AT TELL TABAN, HASSAKE, SYRIA (2) : REPORT OF
THE 1998 SEASON OF WORK

Katsuhiko OHNUMA*, Hirotoshi NUMOTO**
and Masahiro SHIMBO***

I. Introduction

The archaeological site of Tell Taban (36°20°N /40°47°E) 1s located in the Salvage area along the
Middle Khabur in the suburbs of the city of Hassake, some 500 km north-east of Damascus, the capital
city of the Syrian Arab Republic (Figs. 1 and 2). In 1997, the archaeological mission from the Institute
for Cultural Studies of Ancient Iraq of Kokushikan University, Tokyo commenced the 1st excavation
campaign at this site on October Ist, and continued the work until December 5th. The aim of this
excavation lay in widening and deepening our knowledge of Mesopotamian history, accumulated

through excavations in Iraq, particularly in Eski-Mosul of North Iraq near the Iragi-Syrian border, some
50 km north of the city of Mosul.

In the 1997 excavation at this site, we uncovered parts of Middle Assyrian and Mitannian

buildings, and unearthed two fragments of cuneiform cylinder inscription of baked clay and two
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Fig. 1 Map showing the location of the Hassake Salvage area
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fragments of baked bricks with cuneiform letters
from the deposits associated with the Middle
Assyrian buildings [Ohnuma et al. 1999].

Translation and interpretation of these
inscription pieces by Professor Dr. Stefan Mario
Maul of Ruprecht-Karls-Universitit Heidelberg,
cooperative scholar at our Institute, clarified that
these inscription pieces describe the name of the
ancient town, Tabetu, as well as the name of a

& Bderd Middle Assyrian local king, AsSur-Ketti-LeSer,

who had proudly called himself “the King of the

Land of Mar1” under the reign of the Middle

Assyrian King Tiglatpilesar 1 (reign: 1114 ~

K“eidij 1076 B.C.) and who had built a palace-like
A Taban building at Tabétu [Maul 1999].

Thus, Professor Maul’s linguistic research
on these inscription pieces finally proved that
Tell Taban was the ancient town Tabeétu, which
| had stood in the Middle Khabur region in the

0 Bherm Middle Assyrian period, validating the location
Mashnaga brosewslemoweninmend | of Tabétu that had been long estimated by
- German scholars through their accumulated

research in the Khabur region and excavations
at Tell Bderi, 6 km north of Tell Taban [Forrer

1921: 144; Rollig and Kiihne 1977/1978: 127;
Pfalzner 1986/1987; Maul 1992].

And in 1998, we resumed the excavation
at Tell Taban on September 27th as the 2nd campaign (Pl. 1), and completed the tield work on Novem-
ber 12th (Pl. 25). The staff members of the mission consisted of Katsuhiko Ohnuma (director),
Hirotoshi Numoto, and Masahiro Shimbo. Mr. Oorham Nano joined the mission as the representative
archaeologist from the Directorate General of Antiquities and Museums, the Syrian Arab Republic.

Before and during the field season at Tell Taban in 1998, we received kind help and invaluable
suggestion from Prof. Dr. Sultan Muhesen, Director General of the Directorate General of Antiquities
and Museums of the Syrian Arab Republic, and we express to him our sincerest gratitude. Our thanks
are due to Mr. Abdul Masih Bagdoo, Head of the Department of Antiquities in Hassake, who kindly
gave us daily help, and to Mr. Edward Youkhanna, our car driver, who was always with us toward
the completion of the field works. We also thank Dr. Akishige Hata of Yonezawa-city, Yamagata-
prefecture, Japan who kindly analyzed the “virgin soil” specimens and provided us with mineralogical
remarks. Our special gratitude is due to Professor Dr. Stefan Mario Maul of the Seminar fiir Sprachen
und Kulturen des Vorderen Orients, Ruprecht-Karls-Universitat Heidelberg who kindly cooperated

Tuneinir
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Melebiya
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Fig. 2 Map showing the locations of Tell Taban and
other sites in the Hassake Salvage area

with us in our research activity; he warmly and promptly provided us with preliminary interpretation
of the inscription pieces unearthed in this field season. All of the works at Tell Taban 1n this field
season were accomplished under the budget of Kokushikan University with a grant-in-aid for 1998
from the Science Research Promotion Fund of the Japan Private School Promotion Foundation, and we
express our thanks to them for their warm cooperation.

This report was completed after discussion by the present authors. In its final form, Ohnuma 1s
responsible for Sections I and IV, Ohnuma and Numoto are responsible for Section II, and Numoto 1s
responsible for Section III. Many of the illustrations were completed by Shimbo.




EXCAVATION AT TELL TABAN, HASSAKE, SYRIA (2): REPORT OF THE 1998 SEASON OF WORK 3

II. Excavation

The Hassake dam which had been under construction for years some 10 km downstream from Tell
Taban was nearly completed at the end of the year 1997, and the trial storage of water was then
started. In the early spring of 1998, this water storage raised the water level up to the height of 286 m
above sea level at Tell Taban (PI. 1-b), and the raised water completely filled in Trench I, inside which
we had undertaken excavation in 1997 (Pl. 2). Due to the discharge of water in spring to summer of
1998, however, the water level returned back down to the surface of the River Khabur in September of
1998 when we were about to resume the excavation.

This rise and lowering of water had considerably eroded the base of Tell Taban and had washed
the area, 20 m north-east of Trench I, enough to expose a series of mud-brick walls running 8 m wide
and 2 m high in north-south direction (Fig. 3, Pls. 3 and 4). In terms of the direction of these walls and
the nature and size of their bricks, we 1dentitied them with the wall of Level 9 of the Middle Assyrian
period which we had uncovered in Trench I in 1997. Around the exposed walls, we collected five
fragments of baked bricks and three fragments of pottery, all of which are inscribed with cuneiform
letters (PIs. 4-b, 31-a and 32-1 ~ 3).

Overall plan of these walls made it easier for us to locate the area for excavation, and we
established Trench II, 6 m wide and 10 m long, along the north-east section of Trench I (Fig. 4),
focusing our 1998 excavation on the Middle Assyrian and Mitannian levels in order to get more infor-
mation about Tabetu.

As the excavation progressed down inside Trench II, we uncovered walls continuing from the
Middle Assyrian and Mittanian walls unearthed in 1997. We also uncovered ten floor levels
assoclated with these walls. The stratigraphy composed of these walls and levels is given below
(Figs. 5 and 6). In Trench I, we reached the natural ground or “virgin soil”, and confirmed that the
huge wall of a Mittanian building had been constructed directly on it.

1) Middle Assyrian strata: Walls 2 and 3; Levels 4 to 9

2) Mittaman strata: Walls 4 and 5; Levels 10 to 13

3) Natural ground
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*The wall (exposed wall) shown 1n the
east of Trenches I and II was unveiled
by the increase of the Hassake Dam
water. Its orientation and brick features
demonstrate that it belonged to Level 9. 2%0m 281 m

Fig. 3 Overall plan of excavated area at Tell Taban
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Fig. 4 Contour map of Tell Taban

) Middle Assyrian strata:

Level 4: Unearthed 1in Level 4 at the south-east section of the trench was a basal part of bread
oven, circular in shape (Pl. 5). Pot-sherds from Level 4 bear characteristic features seen in the New
Assyrian period, suggesting that this level 1s datable to the Middle to New Assyrian transitional period.

Level 5: Level 5 was unearthed associated with a part of mud-brick wall, of which plan could not
be traced because it was too fragmentary and not preserved well (Pl. 6). Daily-use objects such as

whetstones and grinding stones were unearthed from Level 5, suggesting that this level had been
occupation floor of ordinary people.
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% Partition wall-1 inside Wall 4

N Partition wall-2 inside Wall 4

4m

of Trenches I (1997) and II (1998) at Tell Taban

Fig. 5 Plan
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Fig. 6 North-East section of Trench Il

Level 6: No clear traces of structure were found in Level 6. One fragment of cuneiform cylinder
inscription of baked clay was unearthed at the east corner of the trench (Pls. 7-a and 27), and one
fragment of a special type of pottery with cuneiform letters, possibly for non-ordinary use, were
unearthed at the spot 2 m west from 1t (Pl. 32-5). Three cylinder-shaped, inside-hollowed pot-sherds,
thought to have been parts of the cuneiform-letter bearing pottery, were also unearthed from Level 6,
suggesting that a public building existed in association with this level.

Level 7: Level 7 1s the sandy soil deposited thick and compact in stripes eastwards from Trench
[. No structures were found associated with this level. It appears most probable, therefore, that there
was a considerable time gap between Levels 6 and 8.

Level 8a: This 1s a thick layer of black ash (Pl. 7-b). The situation in which pot-sherds, fragments
of baked bricks, bronze tfragments, fragmentary melting-pots and animal bones were unearthed 1n a
large number strongly suggests that this area was a dumping ground. Three fragments of baked bricks
with cuneiform letters were also unearthed (Pl. 31-b-1~3). Specimens similar to these cuneiform-letter
bearing bricks had been also unearthed in 1997 in Trench I, from the level continuing to Level 8a.
Level 8a becomes thinner towards east in the trench, and two fragments of cuneiform cylinder inscrip-
tion of baked clay were unearthed from this thinner spot (Pls. 8, 9 and 28 to 30).

Level 8b: Removing Level 8a, we uncovered a basal part of a brick wall running in east-west
direction in 2 m’s thickness (Pl. 11). This wall 1s thought to have formed a series of building together
with Wall 2 unearthed in Trench I in 1997. The size of the bricks are 36 cm X 36 cm.

Level 9: We uncovered a wall in Level 9, which forms a seies of building together with Wall 3 of
mud-bricks unearthed in Trench I in 1997. Wall 3 1s some 1.8 m 1n thickness, and runs in north-south
direction. This wall makes a room, the north-west corner of which we uncovered (Pl. 12). An
equipment like bench, made of grey mud-bricks (34 ~ 38 cm X 34 ~ 38 ¢cm), was unearthed at the inner
side of the northern portion of this wall. This equipment measures 1.3 m long and 0.6 m wide (PI. 13).

Wall 3 with only four layers ot mud-bricks preserved 1s constructed directly on Wall 4 of Level 10
(Pls. 16 and 17). Particularly worthy to note is that there was partially unearthed a pavement of baked
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bricks (47 cm x 47 cm) outside Wall 3 (Pls. 14-b and 15). This suggests a high possibility that a
courtyard of public building such as palace existed there. It 1s supposed that four fragments of
baked bricks with cuneiform letters from the collapse of Wall 3 had been derived from this baked-brick
pavement (Pl. 14-a).

2) Mittanian strata:

As mentioned previously, Wall 4 associated with Level 10 was used as it was for the foundation
of Wall 3 of the Middle Assyrian building (Pl. 17). Four levels (Levels 10 to 13) were unearthed
outside Wall 4, and mutual relations between these levels and Wall 4 demonstrate that this wall was
constructed after Levels 11 and 12 had been intentionally truncated. Wall 4 1s 3 m 1n its remaining
height, and its north portion looks like a square buttress, 2 m wide and 1.6 m thick (Pl. 22). Different
from Wall 3 of which bricks are piled up alternately, the bricks for Wall 4 are piled up in such a way
that vertical lines of the bricks are straight (Pl. 21). Both the inner and outer surfaces of Wall 4
clearly retain red-brownish coating, 10 to 20 ¢cm in thickness (PI. 20). The vertical intervals between
these bricks are large, 5 to 10 cm usually and 20 cm at the largest, and the bricks measure 35 to 36 cm
aside (Pls 18 and 21). We could not reach the lowest floor level of the room inside Wall 4, but the
situation how partition walls 1nside this wall cross each other and how Level 10 1s accumulated
demonstrates that this level can be sub-divided into four at least (P1. 19). It also became clear that Wall
4 had been used for a long period. Found 1n the western portion of Wall 4 1s a space without bricks,
1.5 m wide (Pls. 17-b and 18-a). This space 1s considered to have been the entrance at the time of the
original construction of Wall 4.

IFrom Level 10, sherds of Nuzi wares and of glazed wares were unearthed, as were unbaked
clay seals and beads of frit, ivory and marine spiral shell (P1. 26-c). All of these finely-made objects
are typical of the Mittanian period. Pot-sherds of the Mittanian levels, both from inside and outside of
Wall 4, are different from those unearthed in the overlying Middle Assyrian levels (PI. 27-d, -e, -f). For
example, not a single sherd of the beaker-type nipple-base pottery, frequently seen in the Middle
Assyrian levels, was unearthed from Levels 10 to 13.

Wall 5 1s constructed at right angles with Wall 4, and runs in east-west direction (PIL. 23). Wall 5
continues to the huge wall, 3 to 4 m thick, which we uncovered in 1997 from the lowest level in Trench
I. The remaining height of Wall 5 is some 2.5 m. The surface of this wall is very badly damaged, with
the original surface preserved only within the distance of 2 m from its crossing point with Wall 4. The
bricks for Wall 5 are smaller (25 cm aside and 7 cm thick), harder and far more sticky than those for
Wall 4. Most of Wall 5 components 1s kneaded clay, with few bricks piled up inside, presenting such
an appearance as if the bricks had been pushed into the kneaded clay.

3) Natural ground:

The major aim of the 1998 campaign lay in detailed examination of the Middle Assyrian strata
and 1n confirming the natural ground or “virgin soil” inside the trenches tor eaxcavation. In the 1st
campaign of 1997, we could not confirm the natural ground inside Trench I, but in this season we
reached down to a bed of hard material under the Mittanian strata, immediately under Wall 5 (Pl. 24).
This hard material was thought to be composed of weathered rock. The analysis of this material back
in Japan led us to finally conclude that we had reached the natural ground at Tell Taban". It became
clear, therefore, that no levels prior to the Mittanian period exist at the area around Trenches I and II
at Tell Taban. We think that cultural strata prior to the Mittanian period are buried somewhere towards
the center of the tell, and in fact we obtained pot-sherds of the 3rd Millennium B.C. and of the Hassuna
period in Trench I in 1997.

1) Dr. Akishige Hata kindly analyzed some of this material, and identified 1t with weathered igneous rock.
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Findings

Pottery

A large number of pot-sherds were unearthed from the cultural levels totaling 10, but complete

pottery specimens are extremely rare with the exception of two bowls from Mittanian Level 10

(PL. 26-e and -f). Details of representative specimens are presented in the <Catalogue of pottery speci-
mens> below.

<Catalogue of pottery specimens> (Figs. 7 to 10)

—In Fig. 7—

"

o

J

10.

11,

Rim of small bowl (from Level 5): pinkish cream (5YR8/2—4) outer surface; light buff (2.5YR6/6) inner surface; dark
buft (S5YR6/4—-6) core; fine sand, sparse vegetable (1-3 mm long) and a large amount of chalky particles inclusions;

supposed rim diam. 10.4 cm; 1/4 extant.

Bowl (from Level 6): greenish white (7.5Y9-8/2) and pinkish buff (5YR&8—7/4) outer surface; light buff (7.5YR7/4-6)
and dark buff (7.5YR5—-4/2) inner surface and core; very fine sand and a medium amount of vegetable (1-5 mm long)
inclusions; wet-smoothed on the bottom after pallet-cut; two grooved lines incised on the outer surface of the rim; rim
diam. 12.6 cm; base diam. 5.0 cm; height 4.9 cm; bottom complete; 2/3 of the lower part of the body extant; 1/7 of the
rim extant.

Rim of bowl (from Level 5): greenish cream (5Y9/2) outer surface; light buff (5YR7/4—6) inner surface and core; very
fine sand and a medium amount of vegetable (1-4 mm long) inclusions; wet-smoothed on the lower part of the outer

surface after scraping; rim diam. 14.6 cm; 1/4 extant.

Base of jar or bottle (from Level 5): greenish white (10Y9/2) outer surface; reddish buff (2.5YR7-6/6) inner surface;
light buft (7.5YR8-7/4) core; fine sand and a medium amount of vegetable (1-4 mm long) inclusinos; pallet-cut on the
bottom: base diam. 5.2 cm: 4/5 extant.

Base of jar or bottle (from Level 5): dark buff (2.5Y8-7/2) outer surface; reddish buff (5YR8-7/4) inner surface;
dark brown (7.5YRS5/2) core; sparse vegetable (I-3 mm long) and a large amount of fine sand inclusions; soft and
fragile; base made by scraping; base diam. 4.6 cm; all of the base extant.

Base of jar or bottle (from Level 5): creamy white (2.5Y9/2) outer surface; reddish buff (2.5YR6/4) inner surface;
blackish (N4-3/) core; fine sand and a medium amount of vegetable (1-3 mm long) inclusions; base diam. 8.0 cm;
1/3 extant.

Base of jar (from Level 6): light buff (5YR7/4—6) outer surface; creamy buff (10YR8/4) inner surface; dark brown
(10YR7-6/2) core; fine sand and a medium amount of vegetable (1-4 mm long) inclusions; wet-smoothed on the
bottom after pallet-cut; base diam. 7.0 cm; 1/2 extant.

Base of jar (from Level 5): creamy buff (10YR9/2) outer surface; greenish cream (7.5Y8/2—4) inner surface; reddish
buff (10R7-6/6) core; sparse vegetable (I1-3 mm long) and fine sand inclusions; burnished on the outer surface;
ring-base made by sticking; base diam. 5.2 cm; 1/2 extant.

Ring-base cup (from Level 5): greenish (7.5Y8-7/4) outer and inner surfaces and core; a large amount of vegetable
(I-4 mm long), fine sand and chalky particles inclusions; carbite sticking on the rim; six grooved lines incised on
the outer surface of the body; ring-base made by sticking; rim diam. 7.8 cm; base diam. 4.4 cm; height 13.1 cm; nearly
complete (Pl. 26-a).

Rim to body of beaker (from Level 6): greenish cream (slip) (5Y9/2) outer surface; reddish buff (5YR6/6) inner surface
and core; very fine sand and chalky particles inclusions; wet-smoothed on the lower part of the body after scraping; rim
diam. 5.7 cm; max. diam. 9.0 cm; 1/3 extant.

Rim to body of small jar (from Level 5): greenish (5Y8/2—4) outer and inner surfaces and core; very fine sand and
sparse vegetable (1-4 mm long) inclusions; slightly soft; rim diam. 3.4 ¢cm; max. diam. 10.8 cm; 1/2 extant.
Nipple-base sherd (from Level 4): creamy buff (10YR7/2—4) outer surface; dark buff (7.5YR6/4) inner surface; dark

reddish buft (2.5YR6-5/4) core; very fine sand inclusions; fine fabric; hard; wet-smoothed on the outer surface after
scraping; extant height 3.1 cm; bottom complete; 1/4 extant.

Nipple-base sherd (from Level 5): greenish white (10Y9/2) outer and inner surfaces and core; very fine sand inclusions;
fine fabric; extant height 4.0 cm; bottom complete.

Nipple-base sherd (from Level 5): greenish white (7.5Y8/2) outer and inner surfaces and core; very fine sand and a
medium amount of vegetable (1-4 mm long) inclusions; defaced outer surface; extant height 8.9 cm; bottom complete;
1/2 of the body extant.

Nipple-base sherd (from Level 6): greenish white (slip) (10Y9/2) outer surface; creamy buff (7.5YR7/4—6) inner

surface; light buff (SYR6/6) core; very fine sand inclusions; fine fabric; extant height 3.8 cm; bottom complete.
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Nipple-base sherd (from Level 6): greenish white (10Y9/2) outer surface; pinkish buff (7.5YR7-6/4) inner surface and
core; fine sand, chalky particles and a large amount of vegetable (1-5 mm long) inclusions; extant height 5.5 cm;

bottom complete.
Button-base sherd (from Level 5): greenish cream (7.5Y9/2) and reddish buff outer surface; reddish brown
(5YR7/4—-6) inner surface; pinkish buff (2.5YR6/6) core; [ine sand, a medium amount of vegetable (1-5 mm long) and
a large amount of chalky particles inclusions; wet-smoothed on the outer surface after scraping; extant height 5.2 cm:;
bottom complete.

—In Fig. 8—

18.

2

22,

23.

24,

23.

26.

28.

29.

30.

31.

Ring-base cup (from Level 9: floor of the room): greenish white (7.5Y9—-8/2) outer and inner surfaces and core; sparse
fine sand and vegetable (1-3 mm long) inclusions; fine tabric; burnished on the outer and inner surfaces; rim diam.
8.8 cm; 1/3 extant.

Small bowl (from Level 8b): greenish white (7Y9/2) outer and inner surfaces and core; fine sand and a medium amount
of vegetable (1-4 mm) inclusions; pallet-cut on the bottom; rim diam. 9.7 cm; base diam. 3.4 cm; height 3.6 cm;
1/2 extant (Pl. 26-b).

Rim of bowl (from Level 8b): greenish white (10Y9-8/2) outer and inner surfaces and core; very fine sand and a small
amount of vegetable (1-3 mm long) inclusions; supposed rim diam. 14.0 cm; 1/5 extant.

Bowl (from Level 8a): greenish cream (slip) (5Y9-8/2) outer and inner surfaces; pinkish buff (7.5YR7-6/4) core;
a medium amount of fine sand and vegetable (1-3 mm long) inclusions; pallet-cut on the bottom; rim diam. 14.4 cm;
base diam. 4.2 c¢m; height 3.9 ¢cm; 1/4 extant.

Rim to base of bowl (from Level 8a): reddish cream (5YR7/4-6) and cream (10YR9/2) outer and inner surfaces;
reddish brown (2.5YR6/6) and light buff (5YR6/6) core; a large amount of very fine sand inclusions; scraped on the
lower part of the outer surface; supposed rim diam. 17.0 cm; 1/4 extant.

Rim to base of bowl (from Level 8a): reddish buff (SYR7-6/6) outer and inner surfaces; light buff (7.5YR7/6) core;
a large amount of very fine sand and a small amount of vegetable (1-5 mm long) inclusions; pallet-cut on the bottom;
supposed rim diam. 19.0 cm; 1/16 of the rim extant; 1/4 ot the lower part of the body extant.

Rim to base of bowl (from Level 9: floor of the room): greenish cream (slip) (5Y9/2) outer surface; reddish buff
(SYR7-6/6) inner surface; light buff (7.5YR7/6) core; fine sand, sparse vegetable (1-4 mm long) and coarse chalky
particles inclusions; supposed rim diam. 23.0 cm; 1/4 extant.

Rim of large bowl (from Level 8a): reddish buff (2.5YR6/4—6) outer and inner surfaces: greenish cream (2.5Y9-8/2)
core; fine sand and sparse vegetable (1-4 mm long) inclusions; supposed rim diam. 24.0 cm; 1/5 extant.
Nipple-base sherd (from Level 8a): light brown (5YR6-5/6) outer and inner surfaces and core; sparse very fine sand
inclusions; fine fabric; extant height 3.5 cm; bottom complete.

Nipple-base sherd (from Level 8b): greenish white (10Y9-8/2) outer surface; light buff (7.5YR7/4—6) inner surface
and core; no visible inclusions; very fine fabric; extant height 4.2 cm; bottom complete.

Nipple-base sherd (from Level 8b): greenish white (10Y9-8/2) outer and inner surfaces and core; sparse very fine sand
inclusions; fine fabric; extant height 4.9 c¢cm; bottom complete.

Nipple-base sherd (from Level 8b): greenish white (2.5GY9/2) outer and inner surfaces; greenish (10Y8/4) core; sparse
very fine sand inclusions; fine fabric; extant height 5.0 cm; bottom complete.

Nipple-base sherd (from Level 8b): greenish white (2.5GY9—-8/2) outer and inner surfaces; butf (2.5Y8-7/4) core;
a medium amount of very fine sand inclusions; wet-smoothed on the outer surface after scraping; extant height 5.6 cm;

bottom complete.

Nipple-base sherd (from Level 8b): greenish cream (7.5Y9/2) and reddish butf (5YR6/6) outer surface; greenish cream
(7.5Y9/2) inner surface; reddish buff (5YR6/6) core; sparse coarse sand and fine sand inclusions; fine fabric; extant
height 5.4 ¢cm; bottom complete.

Nipple-base sherd (from Level 8a): reddish buff (2.5YR7-6/6) outer and inner surfaces and core; fine sand and a large

amount of vegetable (1-4 mm long) inclusions; charred outer surtace; wet-smoothed on the outer surface after scraping;
nipple part made by scraping; extant height 6.6 cm; bottom complete.

—In Fig. 9—
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34.

39

Rim of jar (from Level 8a): light brown (5YR6/6—8) outer surface; dark buff (7.5YR6/4—6) inner surface; blackish
(N2/) core; fine sand and a medium amount of vegetable (1-4 mm long) inclusions; slightly soft; supposed rim diam.
11.5 cm; 1/3 extant.

Rim of jar (from Level 8a): greenish (10Y9-&/2) outer and inner surfaces and core; fine sand and a large amount of
vegetable (1-4 mm long) inclusions; exfoliated outer and inner surfaces; soft; supposed rim diam. 13.5 cm; 1/6 extant.

Rim of jar (from Level 8a): greenish cream (5Y9-8/1) outer and inner surfaces; reddish buff (7.5YR7/4—-6) core; fine
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sand and a medium amount of vegetable (1-5 mm long) inclusions; supposed rim diam. 12.0 cm; 1/5 extant.

Rim of jar (from Level 9): greenish (7.5Y9-8/2) outer and inner surfaccs; light buff (SYR8-7/6) core: fine sand and a
large amount of vegetable (1-4 mm long) inclusions; slightly soft; supposed rim diam. 16.5 cm; 1/4 extant.

Base of jar or bottle (from Level 8a): greenish white (slip) (5Y9/2) outer surface; light buff (7.5YR8—-7/4) inner surface
and core; fine sand, chalky particles and a medium amount of vegetable (1-3 mm long) inclusions; wet-smoothed on
the bottom after pallet-cut; base diam. 4.2 cm; all of the base extant.

Base of bottle (from Level 8a): greenish outer (7.5Y9/2) and inner surfaces and core (5Y8/2); fine sand and sparse
vegetable (1-4 mm long) inclusions; supposed base diam. 4.5 cm; 1/3 extant.

Base of jar or bottle (from Level 8a): greenish white (7.5Y9/2) outer and inner surfaces; dark reddish brown (7.5YR7/
4) core: fine sand and a medium amount of vegetable (1-4 mm long) inclusions; ring-base made by sticking; supposed

base diam. 7.0 cm: 1/3 extant.

Base of jar (from Level 9: floor of the room): greenish cream (2.5Y9/2—4) outer surface; creamy buff (10YR8&/4) inner
surface; reddish buff (5YR7/6) core; fine sand, coarse chalky particles, small stones and a large amount of vegetable
(1-5 mm long) inclusions; wet-smoothed on the inner surtace after scraping; ring-base made by sticking; base diam.
9.8 cm; 1/2 extant.

—1In Fig. 10—
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Base of goblet (from Level 10: upper-first floor of the room): greenish white (10Y9/2) outer surface; creamy buff
(2.5Y9/2-3) inner surface; light buff (7.5YR7/4—6) core; sparse fine sand inclusions; foot made by sticking; base diam.
[.9 cm; bottom complete; 2/3 of the body extant.

Base of goblet (from Level 10: upper-second tloor of the room): creamy (10YR9/2) outer surface; pinkish buff (2.5YR7/
4—6) inner surface and core; a large amount of very fine sand and chalky particles inclusions; base diam. 2.1 cm;
bottom complete.

Base of goblet (from Level 10): greenish (5Y9—-8/2) outer and inner surfaces and core; a large amount of very fine sand
inclusions; wet-smoothed on the outer surface of the body after scraping; base diam. 2.4 cm; bottom complete.

Base of goblet (from Level 10): greenish (10Y8/2) outer and inner surfaces; pinkish buff (7.5YR8-7/4) core; a large
amount of very fine sand and chalky particles inclusions: base diam. 2.4 ¢cm; bottom complete.

Body to base of small jar (from Level 10: upper-third floor of the room): pinkish buff (10YR8/4) outer and inner
surfaces and core; chalky particles and a large amount of very fine sand inclusions; scraped on the bottom and the lower
part of the outer surface; max. diam. 7.4 cm; bottom complete.

Rim to base of small bowl (from Level 10: upper-third floor of the room): reddish buff (2.5YR7/4—-6) outer and inner
surfaces; pinkish buff (5YR8—7/4) core; chalky particles, a large amount of very fine sand and a medium amount of
vegetable (1-4 mm long) inclusions; trace of reddish brown paint (7.5R3/6) remaining on the inner surface and the rim
of the outer surface; burnished on the inner surface; pallet-cut on the bottom; defaced surfaces; rim diam. 12.2 cm;
[/3 of the base and 1/4 of the rim extant.

Rim to base of small bowl (from Level 10): greenish white (7.5Y9-8/2) outer and inner surfaces; pinkish buff
(JYR7/4) core; chalky particles, a large amount of very fine sand and a medium amount of vegetable (1-4 mm long)
inclusions; pallet-cut on the bottom; rim diam. 13.2 cm; 1/3 extant.

Bowl (from Level 10: upper-first floor of the room): reddish buff (5YR&8-7/4) and greenish cream (5Y9/2) outer and
inner surfaces; reddish buff (2.5YR6/6) core; fine and coarse chalky particles, a large amount of fine sand and vegetable
(1-5 mm long) inclusions; scraped on the lower part of the outer surface; pallet-cut on the bottom; rim diam. 20.2 cm:
base diam. 8.4 cm; complete (Pl. 26-¢).

Bowl (from Level 10: upper-third floor of the room): greenish cream (5Y9/2) outer and inner surfaces; dark reddish buff
(2.5YR7-6/6) core; fine and coarse chalky particles, a large amount of fine sand and vegetable (1-5 mm long)
inclusions; roughly scraped on the lower part of the outer surface and the bottom; rim diam. 25.8 cm; base diam. 11.8
cm; height 7.5 cm; complete (Pl. 26-f).

Rim of bowl (from Level 10: upper-second floor of the room): reddish buff (2.5YR7-6/6, 5YR7/6) outer and inner
surfaces; blackish brown (7.5YR5/2—4) core; a large amount of fine sand and a medium amount of vegetable (1-5 mm
long) inclusions; scraped on the lower part of the outer surface; supposed rim diam. 34.0 cm; 1/12 extant.

Rim of large bowl (from Level 10): greenish cream (5Y9/2) and reddish buff (2.5YR7-6/6) outer surface; greenish
cream (5Y9/2) inner surface; blackish (N4/) core; chalky particles, a large amount of fine sand and a medium amount

of vegetable (1-5 mm long) inclusions; scraped on the lower part of the outer surface; supposed rim diam. 36.0 cm;
[/5 extant.

Rim of jar (from Level 10: upper-third floor of the room): dark reddish buff (5YR7/4—6) outer and inner surfaces
and core; chalky particles, a large amount of fine sand and sparse vegetable (1-3 mm long) inclusions; rim made by
sticking: slightly soft; supposed rim diam. 26.0 cm; 1/6 extant.
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Cuneiform cylinder inscription of baked clay
An end part fragment of cuneiform cylinder inscription was uncarthed from Level 6, which 1S

not baked well (Pl. 27). Its remaining length is 6.5 cm and the maximum diameter 1s 5.5 cm, with
the flattened end face preserved completely. The diameter of this inscription is smaller than those of
two similar inscription pieces unearthed from Trench I in the 1997 excavation and of two pieces
unearthed in this field season from Level 8a. A hole, 0.9 cm in diameter, 1s made at its center along
the length axis. The surface of this inscription is reddish pink (10R6/6), and its core 1s blackish grey
(N4—3/). The fabric includes a small amount of vegetable (1-5 mm long) and tine sand. A total of
eighteen lines of cuneiform letters are inscribed in the length-axis direction, four of which are extended
on to the end face. The cuneiform letters on this piece are inscribed shallower than those on two
similar pieces unearthed from Level 8a mentioned below.

From Level 8a, two fragments of cuneiform cylinder inscription were found. One of them 1s a
middle to end part fragment, of which the remaining length is 10.6 cm with the maximum diameter of
6.2 cm (Pls. 28 and 29). The flattened end face retains some 2/3 of the original face, and the end to
middle part retains about half of the original shape. A hole, 1 cm in diameter, is made at its center
along the length axis. This fragment is fragile because it is not baked well. Its fabric includes a small
amount of vegetable (1-5 mm long) and fine sand. Its surface is cream (2.5Y9-8/2), and the core 1s
blackish (N3-2/). A total of thirteen lines of cuneiform letters are recognized in the length-axis
direction. Ruled lines between them are inscribed somewhat obliquely, not horizontally, and spaces
between these ruled lines are not uniform. The other inscription piece 1s an end part fragment (P1. 30),
and is smaller than the two pieces described above. Its remaining length 1s 5.8 cm, and the width 1s
5.8 cm. The flattened end face retains some 2/5 of the original face. It is supposed from its remaining
size that this inscription was originally larger than the two specimens described above. A hole at 1ts
center along the length axis remains partially. Supposedly, the diameter of this hole was more than 1.3
cm. The clay used for this inscription is of a fine texture. Baked well and very hard, its surface and
core is greenish (10Y8-7/2). A total of eleven lines of cuneiform letters are clearly recognized in the
length-axis direction, being inscribed deeper and sharper than those on the other two pieces described
above. Five of these lines are extended on to the end face.

Baked bricks with cuneiform letters (Pl. 31)

A total of fourteen fragments of baked bricks with cuneiform letters were found in this field
season. Six of them were collected on the surface below the exposed walls mentioned previously
(Pl. 31-a). Fragments unearthed from cultural levels total seven, which were from Levels 8 and 9
(Pls. 10 and 31-b-1~4 & 6~8). All of the fourteen tragments are tempered with a large amount of
vegetable (1-2 cm long). They are 6 to 7 cm 1n thickness. In the main, the surfaces of these brick

fragments are greenish cream (7.5Y9/2) or reddish brown (5YR7-6/6). Their original sizes as bricks
are unknown. Cuneiform letters inscribed on them vary in size.

Pottery with cuneiform letters (Pls. 32 and 33)

Seven pot-sherds with cuneiform letters were found in this tield season. Three of them were
collected on the surface below the exposed walls (Pl. 32-1~3). One of the other four sherds was
unearthed from Level 6 (Pl. 32-5). Its outer and inner surfaces and core are greenish cream
(5Y9/4). Very fine sand and a medium amount of vegetable (1-4 mm long) are included in it. The
remaining three sherds were found from the Middle Assyrian drifted layer (Pls. 32-4 & -6 and 33). It
1s supposed that six of these seven pot-sherds were tragments of pedestal or rim, and that their original
diameters were about 20 cm. With no exception, cuneiform letters are inscribed on their inner
surfaces. Pottery similar to these sherd specimens 1s not in our knowledge of pottery assemblages of

the Middle Assyrian period, which leads us to suppose that they represent a speical type pottery of the
period. |
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IV. Concluding remarks

In the Ist campaign of excavational works at Tell Taban in 1997, we had unearthed two fragments of
cuneiform cylinder inscription of baked clay and two fragments of baked bricks with cuneiform
letters. Linguistic research on these findings by Professor Maul [1999] had made it clear that the
letters Tabetu and ASSur-Ketti-LéSer are inscribed on them, the former being the name of the ancient
town which had existed in the Middle Khabur region in the Middle Assyrian period, and the latter
being the name of a local king in the region who had called himself “the King of the Land of Mari”
during the reign of the Middle Assyrian King Tiglatpilesar I. Professor Maul’s research also clarified
that these inscription pieces describe an event that ASSur-Ketti-LeSer had built a palace-like building at
Tabetu, proving that Tell Taban had been the ancient town Tabétu in the Middle Assyrian period.

The 2nd excavation campaign in 1998 yielded fragments of cuneiform cylinder inscription of
baked clay and of baked bricks with cuneiform letters again, as well as pot-sherds with cuneiform
letters, similar specimens to which had not been unearthed in the 1st campaign in 1997,

Most of the inscription pieces from the 2nd campaign were unearthed from the floor levels of
the Middle Assyrian buildings in undisturbed archaeological contexts, and as such provided us with
information far more reliably used than the 1997 specimens in the research of Middle Assyrian history
of the Middle Khabur.

Although these inscription pieces are under research by Professor Maul for the time being, he
comments on them, though only preliminarily, that the three cylinder inscription pieces from Levels 6
and 8a, like the pieces from the 1997 campaign, were left by ASSur-Ketti-LéSer at the time of
Mudammeq-Bél, an eponym during the reign of Tiglatpilesar I. He also comments that these inscrip-
tion pieces describe an event that AsSur-Ketti-LeéSer restored wall and city gate of Tabétu. According
to Professor Maul, a pot-sherd with cuneiform letters from Level 6 seems to have belonged to the
household of a “King of Mari”, and some of the baked bricks with cuneiform letters bear the name
Assur-Ketti-Leser.

Thus, the 2nd excavation campaign in 1998 yielded inscription data from two undisturbed
archaeological levels, and provided us with final proof that Tell Taban/Tabétu had been owned by
ASSur-Ketti-LesSer at least.

The discovery of the cuneiform data described above is the most remarkable result of our
excavational works at Tell Taban in 1997 and 1998. It is believed that these data can contribute to the
research of hitherto unknown aspects of Tabétu and activity of the local king ASSur-Ketti-LeSer. The
goal of our research hereafter lies in understanding more about the 2nd Millennium B.C. cultures of the
Middle Khabur region, and in grasping real pictures of their contacts with contemporary cultures of

North Iraq.
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a. Fragmentary cylinder inscription from Level 6

b. Top surface of Level 8 seen from the south-west
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